Community Attitude and I nterest Citizen Survey
Executive Summary of Citizen Survey Results
(Final Report)

Overview of the Methodology

The Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department conducted a Community Attitude and Interest
Survey during August and September of 2003 to hel p establish prioritiesfor the future devel opment of parksand
recregtion facilities, programsand serviceswithin the community. The survey wasdesigned to obtain gatidticaly
vaid resultsfrom househol dsthroughout the City of Aberdeen and Brown County. The survey wasadministered
by a combination of mail and phone.

LeisureVisonworked extensively with Aberdeen Parks, Recreetion and Forestry Department officidsaswell as
members of the GreenPlay, LL C project teamin the devel opment of the survey questionnaire. Thiswork adlowed
the survey to betailored to issues of strategic importance to effectively plan the future system.

The god was to obtain at least 500 completed surveys. This goa was far exceeded, with 877 surveys being
completed, including 775 from resdentsliving inthe City of Aberdeen. Theresultsof the random sampleof 877
households have a 95% level of confidence with aprecison of at leest +/-3.3%.

ThisFina Report containsthefollowing four sections: 1) an executive summary of survey results; 2) crosstabular
anayss by gender, where respondents live, respondent household size, and age of respondents; 3) nationa
benchmarking comparisons to Aberdeen; and 4) a copy of the survey instrument.

The following pages summarize mgor survey findings
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Visitation of Aberdeen Parks During the Past Year

Respondents were asked if they or members of their household have visited any City of Aberdeen Parks,

Recreation and Forestry Department parks during the past year. Respondent householdsthat havevisited aCity
of Aberdeen park during the past year were then asked to indicate the two parks they vist most often. The
following summarizes key findings

25 Ninety-one percent (91%) of respondent touseholds indicated they have visited a City of
Aberdeen park during thepast year, and only 9% of respondent households have not visited any City of
Aberdeen parks during the past year.

z& WyliePark isthepark that thehighest per centage of respondentsindicated asoneof thetwo they

visit most often. Other parksthat ahigh percentage of respondents indicated as one of the two they vigt
mogt often include Me gaard, Storybook Land, and Manor.

Q1. Respondent Households that Have Visited Any
City of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry
Department Parks During the Past Year

by percentage of respondents

la. Parks visited
most often
Wylie
Melgaard
Storybook Land
Manor

Yes
91%

No
9%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Physical Condition of Aberdeen Parks

Respondent householdswho have visited City of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department parks
during the past year were asked how they would rate the physica condition of dl the parksthey had visited. The

following summarizes key findings

£z Over half (51%) of respondent householdsrated the physical condition of all the Aber deen parks
they have visited as excellent, and an additiona 43% rated them as good. In addition, 5% rated the
physical condition of the parks as fair and less than 1% rated them as poor. The remaining 1% indicated

“don’t know”.

Qlb. How Respondent Households Rate the
Physical Condition of All the City of Aberdeen Parks,
Recreation & Forestry Department Parks They Have Visited

by percentage of respondent households who have visited any City of Aberdeen parks in the past year

Excellent
51%

Don't Know
1%

Fair
5%

Good
43%

Source: Lesure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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| mprovements to Aberdeen Parks

Fromaligt of 11 possbleimprovementsto City of Aberdeen Parks, Recresation and Forestry Department parks,
respondents were asked to indicate the three improvements they would most liketo have madeto the park they
visit mogt often. Respondents who do not currently use Aberdeen parks were asked to indicate the three
improvements that would encourage them to use the parks. The following summearizes key findings:

z# Restrooms (43%) had the highest percentage of respondents select it as one of the three
improvementsthey would most liketo have madetothe park they visit most often. Therearethree
other improvementsthat over 20% of respondents sl ected as one of thethree they wouldliketo have mede,
including: drinking fountains (36%); walking trails (25%); and benches/picnic tables (23%).

Q2. Improvements that Respondents Would Most Like to Have
Made to the City of Aberdeen Park They Visit Most Often

by percentage of respondents (three choices could be made)

Restrooms 43%
Drinking fountains

Walking trails

Benches/picnic tables
Picnic shelters

Lighting

Parking

Upgrading playground equipment
Better maintenance

Upgraded ball fields

Signage

Other b

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Participation in Programs Offered by Aberdeen

Respondentswere asked if they or other members of their household have participated in any programsoffered by
the City of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department during the past 12 months. The following
summarizes key findings

%< Forty-two per cent (42%) of respondent households have participated in programsoffered by the
City of Aberdeen duringthepast 12 months, and 57% of respondent householdshave not participated in
programs. The remaining 1% did not provide an answer.

Q3. Respondent Households that Have Used Any Programs
Offered by the City of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department During the Past Year

by percentage of respondents

Yes
42%

No Answer
1%

No
57%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Quality of Aberdeen’s Programs

Respondent households that have participated in programs offered by the City of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation
and Forestry Department during the past year were asked to rate the quality of the programs they have
participated in. The following summarizes key findings.

=% Forty-three per cent (43%) of respondent householdsrated the quality of programsthat they have
participated in as excellent, and an additiona 51% rated them as good. In addition, 6% rated the
programs as fair and less than 1% rated them as poor.

Q3a. How Respondent Households Rate the Quality of the
Recreation Programs They Have Participated in

by percentage of respondent households who have participated in programs offerd by the City of Aberdeen
Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department during the past 12 months

Excellent
43%

Fair
6%

Good
51%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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Where Respondents Learned About Aberdeen’s Programs

From alig of eight options, respondents that have participated in programs offered by the City of Aberdeen
Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department during the past year wereasked to indicate dl of thewaysthey have
learned about the programs. The following summearizes key findings:

25 The parks and recreation program guide (61%) is the most frequently mentioned way that
respondents have lear ned about recreation programs. There are three other ways that over 40% of
respondents havelearned about recregtion programs, including: newspaper (47%); flyers/brochures (44%);
and word of mouth (43%).

Q3b. How Respondents Learned About Recreation Programs

by percentage of respondent households who have participated in programs offerd by the City of Aberdeen
Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department during the past 12 months (multiple choices could be made)

Parks & rec program guide

61%

Newspaper

Flyers/brochures

Word of mouth

Visited or called parks/rec office

Radio

Cable television

Website

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Recreational Facilitiesthat Respondent Households Have a Need for

Fromalist of 28 existing recreationd facilities, respondents were asked to indicate which onesthey and members
of their household have aneed for. The following summarizes key findings:

s Five of the 28 recreational facilitieshad over half of respondent householdsindicate they have a
need for the facility. The facilities that the highest percentage of respondent households indicated they
have aneed for include: paved waking/biking trails (72%); Zoo a Wylie Park (67%); picnic shelters/areas
(65%0); small neighborhood parks (57%); and large community parks (57%).

Q4. Percentageof Respondent Households that Have
a Need for Various Recreational Facilities

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Paved walking/biking trails

Zoo at Wylie Park

Picnic shelters/areas

Small neighborhood parks

Large community parks
Indoor exercise & fitness facilities
Outdoor swimming pools/water parks
Playgrounds

Cultural arts center (ARCC)

Nature centers/natural areas

Indoor swimming pools
Campgrounds
Golf courses

Indoor gymnasiums

Outdoor basketball/multi-use courts
Soccer fields

Senior center

Tennis courts

Youth baseball fields

Outdoor ice-skating rink
Indoor visual art space

Off-leash dog parks

Adult softball fields

Outdoor volleyball courts

Youth softball fields

Skateboarding, roller/in-line hockey parks
Adult baseball fields

Indoor hockey rink

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Recreational Facilitiesthat Householdsin Aberdeen Have a Need For

From the ligt of 28 exigting recregtiond facilities, respondents were asked to indicate which ones they and
members of their household have aneed for. The graph below summarizeskey findings on the previous page
by the number of households having aneed for various recregtiond facilitiesin the City of Aberdeen, based on
11,157 households in Aberdeen.

Q4. Number of Households in the City of Aberdeen that
Have a Need for Various Recreational Facilities

by number of households based on 11,157 households in the City of Aberdeen

Paved walking/biking trails
Zoo at Wylie Park
Picnic shelters/areas
Small neighborhood parks
Large community parks
Indoor exercise & fitness facilities
Outdoor swimming pools/water parks
Playgrounds
Cultural arts center (ARCC)
Nature centers/natural areas
Indoor swimming pools
Campgrounds
Golf courses
Indoor gymnasiums
Outdoor basketball/multi-use courts
Soccer fields
Senior center
Tennis courts
Youth baseball fields
Outdoor ice-skating rink
Indoor visual art space
Off-leash dog parks
Adult softball fields
Outdoor volleyball courts
Youth softball fields
Skateboarding, roller/in-line hockey parks
Adult baseball fields
Indoor hockey rink

0
Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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How Well Existing Facilities Meet Respondent Household Needs

From theligt of 28 existing recregtiond facilities, respondentswere asked to indicate how well eech facility meets
the needs of their household. The following summarizes key findings

% Five of the 28 recreational facilities had over two-thirds of respondentsindicate that the facility
completely meets the needs of their household. The facilities that had the highest percentage of
respondent householdsindicatethat thefacility completey meetstheir needsincudes: large community parks
(80%); soccer fields (73%); tennis courts (69%); adult basebal fields (69%); and indoor hockey rink (67%).

It should aso be noted that for 13 of the 28 facilities, lessthan 50% of respondent househol dsindicated thet
their needs are being completely met.

Q4. How Well Existing Recreational Facilities in the City of
Aberdeen Meet the Needs of Respondent Households

by percentage of respondents that have a need for facilities

Large community parks
Tennis courts

Soccer fields

Picnic shelters/areas
Youth softball fields
Adult softball fields
Golf courses
Playgrounds

Paved walking/biking trails
Youth baseball fields
Outdoor ice-skating rink

Campgrounds
Senior center
Small neighborhood parks
Outdoor volleyball courts
Adult baseball fields
Zoo at Wylie Park
Indoor hockey rink e —
Outdoor swimming pools/water parks |E——————
Outdoor basketball/multi-use courts d?_é_
Indoor gymnasiums _410 i
Skateboardln’g\)I roller/in-line hockey parks
ature centers/natural areas _3,0_4;_
Indoor visual art space RV
Indoor exercise & fitness facilities |7
Off-leash dog parks _ZZ{n_
Indoor swimming pools

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
B Completely Meet Partially Meet ™ Does Not Meet

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Householdsin Aberdeen Whose Needsfor Various Facilities Are Only Being
Partially Met or Not Met at All

Fromtheligt of 28 exigting recreetiond facilities, respondents were asked to indicate how well each facility meets
the needs of their household. The graph below showsthe number of householdsin the City of Aberdeen whose
needs are either being partidly met or not met a dl, based on 11,157 householdsin the City.

%5 Thethree fadilities having the highest number of householdsin the City of Aberdeenwhose needsare being
only partialy met or not met at al are: paved waking/biking trails (4,360); Zoo a Wylie Park (3,708), and
indoor exercise and fitness facilities (3,636).

Q4. Households in the City of Aberdeen Whose Needs
Are Either Being Partially Met or Not Met at All

by number of households based on 11,157 households in the City of Aberdeen

Paved walking/biking trails
Zoo at Wylie Park
Indoor exercise & fitness facilities
Indoor swimming pools
Nature centers/natural areas
Picnic shelters/areas
Cultural arts center (ARCC)
Small neighborhood parks
Outdoor swimming pools/water parks
Playgrounds
Indoor gymnasiums
Outdoor basketball/multi-use courts
Indoor visual art space
Campgrounds
Off-leash dog parks
Golf courses
Large community parks
Senior center
) Outdoor ice-skating rink
Skateboarding, roller/in-line hockey parks
Outdoor volleyball courts
Youth baseball fields
Soccer fields
Tennis courts
Adult softball fields
Youth softball fields
Indoor hockey rink
Adult baseball fields 446

0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000
M Partially Meet Does Not Meet

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (July, 2003)
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Facilities Most | mportant to Respondents Households

From the ligt of 28 exigting recreationa facilities, respondents were asked to select the four that are most
important to them and members of their household. The following summarizes key findings:

%5 Paved walking/biking trails(43% ) had the highest per centage of respondentsrateit asoneof the
four most important facilities to them and their household. There are three other facilities that over
20% of respondentsrated as one of thefour most important, including: large community parks (28%); Zoo at
Wylie Park (27%); and smal neighborhood parks (24%o). It should also be noted that paved waking/biking
trails had the highest percentage of respondents rate it as the number one most important facility.

Q5. Recreational Facilities that Are Most
Important to Respondent Households

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Paved walking/biking trails

Large community parks

Zoo at Wylie Park

Small neighborhood parks
Indoor exercise & fitness facilities
Picnic shelters/areas

Indoor swimming pools

Outdoor swimming pools/water parks
Golf courses

Playgrounds

Cultural arts center (ARCC)
Campgrounds

Nature centers/natural areas

Senior center
Soccer fields
Off-leash dog parks
Adult softball fields

Indoor gymnasiums

Youth baseball fields

Outdoor basketball/multi-use courts
Tennis courts
Indoor visual art space

Indoor hockey rink

Skateboarding, roller/in-line hockey parks
Youth softball fields

Adult baseball fields

Outdoor ice-skating rink

Outdoor volleyball courts

43%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%
B Most Important ™ 2nd Most Important 3rd Most Important ™ 4th Most Important

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Participation in Leisure Activities and Programs

From alist of 44 leisure activities and programs, respondents were asked to indicate which ones they and
members of their household participate in regularly. The following summarizes key findings

ezFive of the 44 activitiesand programshad over 40% of respondent householdsindicatethat they
participate in them regularly. The activitiesprograms that the highest percentage of respondent
households indicated they participate in regularly include: waking (62%); Storybook Land/Land of Oz
activities (52%); picnicking (48%); festivals/specid events (43%); and biking (42%).

Q6. Leisure Activities and Programs that
Respondent Households Participate in Regularly

by percentage of respondents (multiple responses could be made)

Walking
Storybook Land/Land of Oz activities
Picnicking
Festivals/special events
Biking
Fishing
Swimming (recreational)
Playground activities
Music
Concerts
Golf
Theater/visual arts
Weight training/Fitness
Jogging/running

Adult fitness/aerobics

Basketball (recreational)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)

Q6. Leisure Activities and Programs that
Respondent Households Participate in Regularly (Cont.)

by percentage of respondents (multiple responses could be made)

Athletic tournaments
Swimming (exercise)
Adult arts/crafts
L City Band
Senior citizen programs
Swim lessons
Youth soccer
Adult softball
. Dance
Tennis (recreational)
Roller bladin
Youth baseball
Ice skatin
Volleyb:
Youth arts/Crafts
In-line skating
Youth softball
Ice hockey
Teen programs
Summer camps
Tennis (lessons)
Skateboarding
After school care
Gymnastics
Adult baseball
Tennis (leagues)
Swimming (competitive)
Adult soccer

- ) Other
Do not participate in any activities
0% 5% 10% 15% 20%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Activities/Programs Respondent HouseholdsWould Participatein Most Often

From the list of 44 leisure activities and programs, respondents were asked to indicate the four that they and
members of their household would participate in more often if more programming were available in the City of
Aberdeen. Thefallowing summarizes key findings:

£ Walking (31%) had the highest per centage of respondents select it asone of the four activities
and programs they would participate in more often if more programming were available. Other
activities/programsthat a high percentage of respondent househol ds sdlected as one of the four they would
participate in more often include: Storybook Land/Land of Oz activities (20%); festivas'specia events
(19%); and biking (18%). 1t should also be noted that biking had the highest percentage of respondents
select it as number one activity/program they would participate in more often.

Q7. Activities and Recreation Programs that Respondent
Households Would Participate in More Often

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

Walking
Storybook Land/Land of Oz activities
Festivals/special events
Biking
Concerts
Picnicking
Fishing
Goff
Music
Swimming (recreational)
Adult fitness/aerobics
Weight training/Fitness
Theater/visual arts
Swimming (exercise)
Senior citizen programs
Playground activities
Adult arts/crafts
Jogging/running
Basketball (recreational)

31%

14%

e
12%
12%

10%

10%

10%

10%

Pb

9
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= \ore Often ™ 2nd More Often 3rd More Often == 4th More Often

Q7. Activities and Recreation Programs that Respondent
Households Would Participate in More Often (Cont.)

by percentage of respondents (four choices could be made)

i 1%
4%
1%

Dance

Youth soccer

Adult softball

City Band

Swim lessons
Athletic tournaments
Volleyball

Youth arts/crafts

Ice skating

Youth baseball
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Youth softball
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Roller blading
Skateboarding
Tennis (recreational)
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After school care
Summer camps
Swimming (competitive)
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3%
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Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003) |
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Reasons that Prevent Respondents from Using Parks, Recreation Facilities
and Programs More Often

From alist of 18 reasons, respondents were asked to indicate al of the ones that keep them and members of
their household from using parks, recrestion facilities and programsin the City of Aberdeen more often. The
following summarizes key findings

z"“\We are too busy or not interested” (39%) is by a wide margin the reason that prevents the
highest per centage of respondent householdsfrom using parks, recr eation facilities, and programs
in Aberdeen mor e often. The only other reason that prevents more than 15% of respondent households
from using parks, facilities, and programs more often is* program times not convenient” (18%). It should
a so be noted that only 2% of respondent househol dsindicated “ poor customer service by staff” and “parks
not well maintained” as reasons tha prevent them from using parks, facilities, and programs more often.

Q8. Reasons that Prevent Respondent Households From
Using Parks, Recreation Facilities and Programs More Often

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

We are too busy/not interested B39%
Program times not convenient
Fees are too high
Too far from our residence
Do not know what is being offered
Use facilities/programs of other agencies
Program not offered
Facilities operating hours not convenient
Availability of parking
Lack of quality programs
Waiting list/class full
Do not know locations of facilities
Facilities do not have right equipment
Facilities not well maintained
Registration for programs is difficult
Security is insufficient
Poor customer service by staff
Parks not well maintained
Other

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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I mportance of Functions Performed by the Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department

Fromaligt of 14 functions performed by the Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department, respondents
were asked to rate the importance of each one. The following summarizes key findings:

% Five of the 14 functions had at least 60% of respondentsratethem asbeing very important. The
functionsthat received the highest very important ratings are: operating parksthat are cean/well maintained
(85%0); operate facilitiesthat are clean/well maintained (82%); provide placesfor outdoor sports programs
(62%); provide places for indoor recreation and fitness (61%); and provide programs for senior citizens
(60%). It should aso be noted that 13 of the 14 functions had at least 80% of respondents rate them as
being ether very important or somewhat important.

Q9. Importance of Functions Performed by the City of
Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department

by percentage of respondents

Operate parks that are clean/well-maintained 9% ES%

Operate facilites that are clean/well-maintained 11% ES%
Provide programs for senior citizens 29% . 7%

2% 7%

Provide places for indoor rec. & fitness
26% - 7%
1

Provide places for outdoor sports programs

Provide arts programs & special events 31% 6%
Provide places for arts/cult prog/special events 36% ; (L4 6%
Provide outdoor pool facilities 28% . 7%
Preserve the environment & provide open space 29% ‘ 9%
Allocate resources equally 31% . 9%
Provide zoo at Wylie Park ‘ 36% ‘ Ol 7%
Provide natural areas for wildlife & plants . 36% 10% @Rz
Provide trails/linear parks connect neighborhood ‘ 30% 11% [eEZ)
Provide a public golf course 30% 22% 10%
20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

M \/ery Important ™ Somewhat Important ™ Not Important Not Sure

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Most Important Functions for Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry
Department to Provide

From the list of 14 functions performed by the Aberdeen Parks, Recredtion and Forestry Department,
respondents were asked to select the top three most important functions for them to provide. The following
summarizes key findings

%5 Operating parksthat are clean/well maintained (48% ) had the highest per centage of respondents
select it as one of the three most important functions for the Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department to provide. Therearetwo other functionsthat at least one-fourths of respondents
selected as one of the three most important to provide, including: operate facilities that are clean/well-
maintained (30%); and provide places for outdoor sports programs (25%). It should aso be noted that
operating parks that are clean/well maintained had the highest percentage of respondents select it as the
number one most important function to provide.

Q10. Most Important Function for the City of Aberdeen
Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department to Provide

by percentage of respondents (three choices could be made)

Operate parks that are clean/well-maintained 48%
Operate facilites that are clean/well-maintained
Provide places for outdoor sports programs
Provide programs for senior citizens
Provide arts programs & special events
Provide places for indoor rec. & fitness
Provide trails/linear parks connect neighborhood
Provide zoo at Wylie Park
Provide outdoor pool facilities
Provide a public golf course
Provide places for arts/cult prog/special events
Preserve the environment & provide open space
Provide natural areas for wildlife & plants

Allocate resources equally

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

= Most Important ™ 2nd Most Important 3rd Most Important

Source: Leisure Visio/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Use of Organizationsfor Recreation Programs and Facilities

Fromalist of 10 options, respondent householdswere asked to select al of the organizationsthey usewithinthe
City of Aberdeen for recreation programs & facilities. The following summarizes key findings.

%5 TheCity of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and For estry Department (69% ) istheor ganization used
by the highest per centage of respondent households. There are two other organizations that at least
one-third of respondent households indicated they use, including: churches (62%); andthe Y MCA (33%)).

Q11. Organizations that Respondent Households Use
Within the City of Aberdeen for Parks and Recreation
Programs and Facilities

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

City of Aberdeen Parks, Rec & Forestry Dept 69%
Churches
YMCA
School District Facilities
College/University recreation facilities
Private schools
Private clubs
Private youth sports leagues
Private adult sports leagues
Private instruction

Other

None, do not use any organizations 14%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Organizations that Respondents Use the Most for Recreation Programs and
Facilities

Fromthelist of 10 options, respondent househol dswere asked to select the two organi zations they use the most
for recreation programs and facilities. The following summarizes key findings

z# The City of Aberdeen Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department (52%) had the highest
per centage of respondent households select it asone of the two or ganizationsthey usethe most.
Other organizationsthat ahigh percentage of respondent househol dsindicated as one of thetwo they usethe
most include: churches (38%) and YMCA (18%).

Q12. Organizations that Respondent Households
Use the Most Within the City of Aberdeen for Parks and
Recreation Programs and Facilities

by percentage of respondents (two choices could be made)

City of Aberdeen Parks, Rec & Forestry Dept 52%

Churches 38%
YMCA

School District Facilities
College/University recreation facilities
Private schools
Private clubs

Private youth sports leagues

Private adult sports leagues

Private instruction

Other

159
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None, do not use any organizations

= Agency Use Most ™ Agency Use 2nd Most

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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I mportance of Potential Arts, Recreation, and Meeting Spaces

From alist of 14 potentia culturd arts, recreation, and meeting spaces, respondents were asked to rate the
importance of each one being included in the adaptive reuse of the downtown Central High School Complex.
The fallowing summarizes key findings

%5 Fiveof the 14 potential programming spaceshad over one-third of respondentsratethem asbeing
very important. The programming spaces that received the highest very important ratings are; arena for
sports programs, tournaments, etc. (53%); civic theater for seating for concerts, plays, etc. (50%); teen
programming space (49%); children’s museum (37%); and preschool classrooms (34%). It should so be
noted that dl 14 functionshad over haf of respondentsrate them asbeing either very important or somewhat
important.

Q13. Importance of Potential Cultural Arts, Recreation, and
Meeting Spaces that the City of Aberdeen is Considering for
the Adaptive Reuse of the Downtown Central High School

by percentage of respondents

Arena for sports program, tournaments 30% . 10%

i
Civic theater for seating for concerts, plays 33% 11%
i i
Teen programming space 28% . 18%

Children's museum 12%
21%
24%
260/?
26%
25% |
26%
25% |
29%
33%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
M \/ery Important ™ Somewhat Important Not Sure ™ Not Important

Computer lab

Receptions & social events space
Preschool classrooms

Rehearsal space
Art gallery space

Meeting room space

Dance studios

Cooking classrooms

Visual arts instruction space

Visual arts space for rentals

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Programming Spaces that Respondents Would Be Most Willing to Support
with Tax Dollars

Fromthelist of 14 potentia cultura arts, recreation, and meeting spaces, respondents were asked to select the
top three they would be most willing to support with their tax dollars. The following summarizes key findings:

z& A civic theater for seating for concerts, plays, etc. (48%) had the highest percentage of
respondentssalect it asone of thethr ee programming spacesthey would bemost willing to support
with tax dollars. There arethree other programming spacesthat over one-fourth of respondents selected
as one of the three they would support with tax dollars, including: arenafor sports programs, tournaments,
€tc. (44%); teen programming space (34%); and children’s museum (26%). It should also be noted that a
civic theater for seating for concerts, plays, etc. had the highest percentage of respondents select it asthe
number one programming space they would be most willing to support with tax dollars.

Q14. Potential Cultural Arts, Recreation, and
Meeting Spaces that Respondent Households are
Most Willing to Support with their Tax Dollars

by percentage of respondents (three choices could be made)

Civic theater for seating for concerts, plays
Arena for sports program, tournaments

48%

Teen programming space
Children's museum
Preschool classrooms
Computer lab
Receptions & social events space
Art gallery space
Dance studios
Meeting room space
Cooking classrooms
Visual arts instruction space
Visual arts space for rentals
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= Most Willing to Support ™ 2nd Most Willing to Support 3rd Most Willing to Support

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Use of City of Aberdeen Swimming Pools

From aligt of two options, respondentswere asked to indicatedl of the City of Aberdeen siwvimming poolsthey
and members of their household have used during the past two years. The following summarizes key findings.

%5 Thirty-six per cent (36% ) of respondent householdsindicated they have used Southside Pool during
the past two year s, and 29% indicated they have used Holgate Pool. It should aso be noted that over half
(55%) of respondent households have not used ether pool during the past two years.

Q15. City of Aberdeen Pools that Respondent Households
Have Used During the Past Two Years

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Southside Pool

Holgate Pool

Have used neither of these pools 559
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Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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How Frequently Respondents Currently Use Aberdeen Swimming Pools

From alist of 9x options, respondents who indicated they have used City of Aberdeen swimming pools during
the past two years were then asked to indicate how often they currently use those pools. The following
summarizes key findings

% Thirty-seven percent (37%) of respondents indicated they currently use City of Aberdeen
swimming pools at least once per week. Thisgroup includes 6% who use pools daily; 19% who use
pools severd times per week; and 12% who use them once per week. In addition, 50% of respondents

indicated they use pools afew times per summer, and 8% use them once per summer. The remaining 5%
indicated they never use pools.

Q16. How Often Respondent Households Currently
Use City of Aberdeen Outdoor Pools

by percentage of respondent households who have used either Holgate or Southside
swimming pools during the past two years

Once per week )
12% Several times per week

19%
/

Daily
6%

Never
5%

Once per summer
A few times per summer 8%
50%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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How Frequently Respondents Would Use a New Outdoor Aquatic Center

From alist of six options, respondents were asked to indicate how often they would use anew outdoor aquatic
center that had the types of features that were most important to them and their household. The following
summarizes key findings

% Thirty-four percent (34%) of respondentsindicated they would use a new outdoor aquatic center
with thefeaturesthey most prefer at least once per week. Thisgroup includes 3% who would usethe
aquatic center daily; 20% who would use it severd times per week; and 11% who would use it once per
week. Inaddition, 23% of respondentsindicated they would usethe aquatic center afew times per summer,
and 5% would use it once per summer. The remaining 38% indicated they would not use a new outdoor
aquatic center.

Q17. How Often Respondents Would Use a New Outdoor
Aquatic Center with the Features Most Important to
Them and Their Household

by percentage of respondents

Once per week
11%

Several times per week

20%
e

A few times per summer_
23%

_ Daily
3%

Once per summer
5%
Never
38%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Support For Developing a New Outdoor Aquatic Center

From alist of four options, respondents were asked to indicate how supportive they are of developing a new
outdoor aquatic center in the City of Aberdeen, even if it requires closing down one of the two exigting city
pools. Thefallowing summarizes key findings:

£ Over half (55%) of respondents indicated they are either very supportive (29%) or somewhat
supportive (26%) of the City developing a new outdoor aquatic center. An additiona 22% are not
supportive, and the remaining 23% indicated “not sure’.

Q18. How Supportive Respondents Are About
Developing a New Outdoor Aquatic Center

by percentage of respondents

Very Supportive
29%

Somewhat Supportive
26%

Not Supportive

Not Sure 22%

23%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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Allocation of $100 Among Various Parks and Recreation Categories

Respondents were asked how they would alocate $100 among various parks and recregation categories. The
fallowing summarizes key findings

z25 Respondentsindicated they would allocate $26 out of every $100 toimpr ovementsmaintenance of
existing parks, playgrounds, sports, & recreation facilities. The remaining $74 were dlocated as
follows development of anew outdoor aguatic facility ($17); acquisition and development of walking and
biking trails, greenways ($16); development of cultural arts and recreetion facilities at the old Centra High
School ($15); improvements to the Zoo at Wylie Park ($14); acquisition of new parkland and open space
($5); and congtruction of new ahletic fields ($4). The remaining $3 were dlocated to “other”.

Q19. Allocation of $100 to Various
Recreation and Parks Facilities

by percentage of respondents

Improvements to the

o Zoo at Wylie Park
Acquisition of

new parkland $14
and open space

$5

Improvements/maintenance
of existing parks, playgrounds,
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$26
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Acquistion &
development of $1

walking & biking

trails, greenways

$15 Development of cultural
arts and recreation facilites
at the old Central High School

Development of a new ¢17
outdoor aquatic facility

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Amount Respondents Would Pay in Increased Taxes to Fund the Most
| mportant Typesof Parks, Trails, Sports, Aquatics, Cultural & Rec Facilities

Fromalist of 5 options, repondents were asked to indi cate the maximum amount they would bewilling to pay in
increased taxesto fund the types of parks, trails, sports, aguetics, cultura and recresation facilities mog important
to them and their household. The following summarizes key findings

%< Thirty-four percent (34%) of respondents indicated they would pay at least $10 per month in
increased property taxes to fund the most important types of parks, trails, gports, aquatics,
cultural and recreation facilities. Thisgroup includes 7% who would pay $20 or more per month, 5%
who would pay $15-$19, and 22% who would pay $10-$14 per month. In addition, 24% would pay $5-
$9 and 20% would pay $1-$4. It should aso be noted that 78% of respondentsindicated they would pay
some leve of increase in taxes to fund the types of parks, trails, sports, aquatics, cultural and recregtion
facilities most important to them and their household.

Q20. Maximum Amount Respondents Would be Willing to
Pay in Increased Taxes to Fund the Types of Parks, Trails,
Sports, Aquatics, Cultural & Recreation Facilities
Most Important to Them and Their Household

by percentage of respondents

$10-$14 per month
22%

$15-$19 per month
5%
—
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$20 or more per month
24%

7%

Nothing

0
$1-$4 per month 22%

20%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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Demographics

Q21. Demographics: Number of People in Household

by percentage of respondents

One
19%

Five+
10%

16% Four
17%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)

Q22. Demographics: Ages of People in Household

by percentage of household occupants
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14%
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11%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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Demographics (Continued)

Q23. Demographics: Ages of Respondents

by percentage of respondents

35-44 years
21%
25-34 years
12%
__Under 25
5%

45-54 years
24%

65+ years
21%

55-64 years
17%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)

Q24. Demographics: Best Description of Where
Respondents Live

by percentage of respondents

City of Aberdeen
89%

11%

outside the City of Aberdee
in Brown County

Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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Demographics (Continued)

Q25. Demographics: Years Lived in the Community

by percentage of respondents

11-15 years
16-20 years 9;%

6-10 years
11% y

8%
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Under 3 years
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20%
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Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)

Q28. Demographics: Respondent Gender

by percentage of respondents

Male
42%

Female
58%

Source: Leisure Vison/ETC Institute (September, 2003)
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Demographics (Continued)

Q29. Demographics: Annual Household Income

by percentage of respondents

$25,000 - $49,999
31%

Under $25,000
18%

Refused
$50,000 - $74,999 15%
21%
Over $100,000
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Source: Leisure Vision/ETC Ingtitute (September, 2003)
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