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Repellents: Still One of the Best Ways to  

Prevent Mosquito Bites 

Unfortunately, there’s no easy solution to controlling mosqui-

toes. The more rain and standing water we have, the more 

mosquito habitat available for those pesky critters. Eliminat-

ing mosquito breeding sites is essential to keeping the mos-

quito population in check. 

When the adult mosquito population seems unbearable, turn 

to one of the best prevention methods available…a can of 

OFF! Mosquito repellents with DEET are safe and very ef-

fective when applied according to the label. They’ve even 

improved many of these products so they go on dry, not oily. 

Don’t let these pesky critters win the outdoor battle this sum-

mer. Eliminate any standing water on your property and ap-

ply repellents with DEET when outdoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROTECTION TIMES FOR TESTED MOSQUITO REPELLENTS 

Product                               Active Ingredient      Avg Protection Time 
OFF! Deep Woods      23.8% DEET   5 hours 
Sawyer Controlled Release        20% DEET   4 hours 
OFF! Skintastic                       6.65% DEET    2 hours 
Repel Lemon Eucalyptus           Oil of eucalytus; p-menthane 

        3, 8-diol (PMD)  2 hours 
Bite Blocker for Kids      2% Soybean Oil  1.5 hours 
OFF! Skintastic for Kids      4.75% DEET   1.5 hours 
Skin-So-Soft Bug Guard+        7.5% IR3535   23 minutes 
Natrapel      10% Citronella   20 minutes 
Green Ban for People     10% Citronella, 
       2% peppermint oil 14 minutes 
Buzz Away       5% Citronella   14 minutes 
Skin-So-Soft Bug Guard         0.1% Citronella  10 minutes 
Gone Original Wristband        9.5% DEET      0 
Repello Wristband                   9.5% DEET      0 
Gone+ Repelling Wristband        25% Citronella                     0 

Zika virus is a mosquito-borne flavivirus transmitted by 

Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus mosquitoes in tropical 

regions. These mosquitoes are not native to South Dakota.  

This virus may also be transmitted sexually from males.  

There is evidence showing the presence of Zika virus in 

semen.  

About 80% of the people infected with Zika are asympto-

matic while the other 20% may experience mild flu-like 

symptoms: fever, joint pain, rash, headache, muscle aches.  

Symptoms usually last from several days to 1 week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zika virus is also linked to a severe birth defect known as 

microcephaly.  The CDC and WHO recommend that preg-

nant women postpone travel to areas with ongoing Zika 

epidemics. 

There is no specific antiviral treatment and no vaccine or 

prophylactic medications available for this virus.  Sup-

portive care is recommended.  Severe disease requiring 

hospitalization is uncommon and fatalities are rare.  Alt-

hough, Guillain-Barre syndrome has been reported in pa-

tients following suspected Zika virus infection.   

More information about Zika:  

Centers for Disease Control 

www.cdc.gov/zika/ 

Pan American Health Organization 

www.paho.org 

World Health Organization 

www.who.int/emergencies/zika-virus/en/ 

 

What is Zika Virus? 

Find us on Facebook Aberdeen Mosquito Control 



This publication is provided as a service of Aberdeen 
Mosquito Control. Please call (605) 626-7015 with any 

questions. 

Notify Me Alerts 
Sign up to receive email and/or text message alerts regard-

ing city-wide mosquito spraying.   

Go to the City of Aberdeen website at www.aberdeen.sd.us. 

Click on the ‘Notify Me’ tab on the left side of the page. 

Type in your email address and select ‘Sign In’.  If you 

would like cell text messages, you can also enter your cell 

phone number.   

Select the City-Wide Mosquito Spray and any other alerts 

of interest. 

Save your profile and Sign Out. 

Your will receive a ‘test message’ that requires your re-

sponse.   

Mosquito Trap Daily Counts 
Check out the daily mosquito counts found on the  

Mosquito Control web site at  

www.aberdeen.sd.us/mosquitocontrol.  

Also found on the web site is the spray routes  

used when performing a city-wide spray.   

Estimated range of Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus  

These maps show CDC’s best estimate of the potential 

range of Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus in the Unit-

ed States.  These maps include areas where mosquitoes 

are or have been previously found. Shaded areas on the 

maps do not necessarily mean that there are infected mos-

quitoes in that area.  

SOURCE: Zika: Vector Surveillance and Control. 

Www.cdc.gov/zika/vector/index.html 

West Nile virus (WNV) is a real risk for the people in 

South Dakota.  WNV is an infection transmitted by mos-

quitoes and the mosquito most common for transmitting 

this virus is one that is widespread throughout South Dako-

ta. People of all ages are susceptible to WNV infection, but 

the elderly are at higher risk for developing the more severe 

form of this disease (neuroinvasive illness).  
 

The best way to prevent West Nile virus infection is to 

avoid mosquito bites. 

¶ Use mosquito-repellant products containing DEET. 

¶ Wear long sleeves and pants. 

¶ Eliminate any standing water from your property, such 

as trash bins, plant saucers, rain gutters, buckets, etc. 

Risk factors for WNV: 

¶ Time of year: Most WNV cases occur from July -  

    September. 

¶ Geographic region: The Dakotas have reported some of 

the highest cases per capita in the United States. 

¶ Time spent outdoors not wearing protective clothing and 

mosquito repellent: If you work or spend a lot of time 

outdoors (golfing, gardening, hunting, etc.), you’re at a 

higher risk of being bitten by mosquitoes. 

¶ Proximity: If you live in an area where WNV has already 

been identified or near mosquito larval habitat. 

¶ If you have a weakened immune system. 

 

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM THE ZIKA VIRUS AND WEST NILE VIRUS! 


