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Appendix 1
SUMMARIES OF SURVEY RESULTS

SURVEY RESULTS INCLUDING ON-LINE AND PAPER SURVEYS
Q1

Do you think there is too much, too little or the right amount of each of the following in the city?

seniors

families

Q 2 What do you like most about living and/or working in Aberdeen?
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

A very safe community.
Aberdeen has a thriving school system and they
strongly support teachers. Proud of the new
library. Cultural/Music/Art events at places like
the Capitol Theatre and Red Rooster are the
best. Education and support for immigrant
families.
Aberdeen has an excellent Parks and
Recreation office and many opportunities for
art and music events.
Aberdeen is a friendly community.
Aberdeen is good community that is still
relatively safe, even with the growing drug
problem that all midwest communities are
facing right now. The town is easy to get
around.
Affordable
All the things to do
Arts and music opportunities are good. See
people you know most places you go. Local
businesses are good.
As long can drive, easy to get around,
neighborhood schools, feeling of community.
Although traffic keeps growing, making it take a
little more time to get to and from places, it is
still a great place to live and work. I still think
that Aberdeen is relatively safe place to live
and raise children. I'm very happy here.
Big enough to have what I need, small enough
to be friendly for the most part.
Commute is easy and jobs are good.
Commute times
Commute to work is not that bad despite 27,000
people. It’s a small town but has a lot to offer if
you look hard enough.
Don't care much for Aberdeen! Lived here for
about 25 years but plan on moving away from
Aberdeen within the next 2 to 6 years even
though we are not retired! Don't care to stay
here another 15 or more years. The only thing
that kept us here this long was the low paying
jobs! Got in that rut where we really couldn't
afford to move. One plus was good schools for
the kids both graduated from Central both also
want to move out of Aberdeen because of low
paying jobs.
Easy access throughout area, few or no traffic
jams. Railroads could shorten times of street
blocking.
Enjoy the four seasons and friendly people.
Need more job development for middle class
residents with a college degree.
Everything is in close proximity and it's fairly safe.
For a city of its size, Aberdeen offers many
attractions: colleges, health care, museums,
parks, a new library, bike paths, soccer fields,
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aquatic center, YMCA, Boys and Girls Club. All
in a very safe and friendly setting!
Friendly people and a decent assortment of
things to do outside of work. Having two
colleges is a huge advantage and adds so
much to the community.
Great community, a good amount of people
are trying to continue to bring life and
opportunities to the community. My children
like the different activities that they can be a
part of.
Great place to raise a family (2)
Having the small-town feel, knowing people
and having a great community involvement
I like that Aberdeen is a safe environment to live
and work in. As a student, I would like there to
be more options for housing (other than the
apartments) closer to campus. I do enjoy my
current place I live though. Working in
Aberdeen has been very convenient because
places are flexible with my class schedule. It has
not been hard for me to find a job as a student
out here.
I like that Aberdeen is not too big but not too
small either.
I like that feel safe walking my dog in the north
side of Aberdeen. I also like there's not a lot light
pollution and I can see people when we go for
walks.
I like that you can get anywhere in Aberdeen
within 10-15 minutes. I like that I can go home
for lunch every day and my commute to work is
only 7 minutes. I enjoy the walkways, sidewalks,
bike path and public areas such as parks,
benches and green space.
I like the fact that everything is five minutes
away!
I like the fact that it doesn't take me long to get
anywhere in town and/or I could walk to most
places easily in Aberdeen. I the fact that for the
most part, I feel safe and neighbors look out for
each other.
I like the parks, the lack of big city traffic, and
the art galleries, concerts and theatrical
performances at the university, the community
theatre, and the concert association.
I like the small town feel with the larger town
amenities.
I love the sense of community. I love working
downtown and I love the eclectic mix of shops
and people that you can find there.
It generally doesn't take more than 20 minutes
to get from point A to B.
It is fairly safe. And traffic is not a problem.
It's (mostly) very safe, people are friendly & will
help each other.
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It's safe
It's the small town feel with the big city
amenities! We have an abundance of locally
owned businesses that you can only find here
too!
Keeping things positive and moving forward
with growth.
Large amount of activities always going on
related to music, art, and theatre. Always
something happening. Love Wings games as
well! There is something for almost everyone
here.
local businesses are becoming more unique or
taking more risks.
Low crime.
My kids love in Aberdeen therefore I live here
Nice, Quiet Community. I enjoy living in the
country just outside of town, but it is enjoyable
when coming into Aberdeen.
No crowds
NOT HAVING TO WAIT IN LINE OR IN TRAFFIC
Not much City gov too liberal
Not very much that I can think of.
People here love and care about their
community.
People in Aberdeen are innovative. We don't
have a lot of big events one might get in a
larger area and many of us have been able to
make our own entertainment. Additions to
Aberdeen should be focused on creating more
opportunities for these people. For many of the
same reasons, we have many talented artists,
performing and other, that could use more
support as well.
Really enjoy the college activities
Relatively short commute times
Right size community, good Parks and Rec
opportunities
Safe neighborhoods, outdoor recreation,
relatively low cost of living.
Safe, peaceful, decent shopping opportunities,
good government.
Size, safety, friendly
Small town atmosphere
small town atmosphere with a variety of things
to do and places to go
Small town atmosphere, yet big enough to
support places for work and shopping. People
are friendly and everything is nearby due to the
size of the city.
Small town feel
Smaller community with friendly people.
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Some of these are hard to answer based on the
pooling. You put new stores with offices being
built. I think we need more stores, but have
enough office space that is empty. Those two
do not go together in my opinion which will
skew your results.
We definitely need more
bike lanes. Would love to ride my bike to work
but cannot due to no shoulder on the road.
Also, people here do not look out for bike riders
like they do in other cities (not something easily
fixed)
Supportive community & close proximity to
things
The convenience of having work and leisure
activities within easy walking/bicycling distance.
The ease of getting across/through town and all
the family oriented activities.
The people and the size of the community.
The people and things like this- people want to
work to make it an even better place to live
The People, the culture, the vibrant community
and the sense of community
The Prairie environment, wildlife viewing
opportunities, YMCA, and job opportunities for
seniors.
The progress of our town
The safe community. Low risk of becoming a
victim of a crime.
The safety and common sense education so far
for our children in the community
The shopping and going to the Y.
The short commute to and from work and I think
our population size is just perfect.
The small-town atmosphere with large
community amenities
The small-town feel but, with the amenities of a
city.
The variety of activities for all ages
The way the town is laid out. The friendly
atmosphere.
There is enough of what you need on a daily
basis for recreation, social activities, etc. and
you can get anything you absolutely need in
town. It would be nice to have more options
though for pretty much every category in our
town though.
This town has a great small town atmosphere
with city amenities
We are close to nature with the parks, storybook
land, bike and walking trails. One can get
across the city in 10-15 min with little congestion.
Concerts, theatre, two colleges and beautiful
new library.

Q3 Which of the following best describes the place where you live?

Q4 If you could choose where to live, in which of the following locations would you most like to live?

Q5 Right now, if you could choose which of the following would you prefer to live in?

Q 6 In your opinion, how affordable is housing in Aberdeen today?

Note: The response to this question was a sliding scale from 0% indicating
very affordable to 100% indicating very unaffordable.

Q7 Which of the following are important to you, in deciding where to live?,

See also next page

Q8 Is the type of home you are currently living best described as:

Q9 Looking ahead to the next three years, do you think you will move from your current home or apartment?

Q10 Will the next home you rent or own be larger or smaller than your current home?

Q11 As it plans for the future, Aberdeen will have priorities. Which of the following are most important to you?

Q12 Thinking about infrastructure in and around Aberdeen, what are the top three areas Aberdeen
should prioritize as it plans for the future?

See Appendix for text of “Other” responses

Q13 Please think about “small” infrastructure projects. If Aberdeen were given a grant to pay for any ONE such
“small” project, what would you spend it on?

See Appendix for text of “Other” responses

Q14 There are a variety of tools that a city can use to influence the design and appearance of the
community. Please review the options below and let us know which tools are important to you.

See Appendix for text of “Other” responses
Q15 Which of the following types of development should Aberdeen encourage?

Q16 The Aberdeen Growth Plan has a planning horizon of the year 2045. What is your vision for Aberdeen in
2045? Will it be different from today? Will the community spirit change?
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I'm 52 this town has not grown since I was in grade school with the exception of housing development, for
the few business we gain we always lose some. The past generation of business owners fought new business
because of competition??? This is the number one thing that stopped growth!!! More business is the
catalyst for more competition which increases wages if you don't follow this simple rule in 2045 you will see
the same town with about the same population! This also cannot be accomplished without way more
manufacturing jobs! And I'm not taking about the manufacturing jobs we now have with (1990 wages) that
have barley gone up 1 to 11/2 percent every few years when we know the inflation rate hoovers around 3
to 31/2 percent every year??? This is the number one reason I plan on moving away from Aberdeen, I had
way more money in my pocket than say 10 or 12 years ago (groceries have doubled, license plates
doubled, taxes increased, health care doubled, housing very expensive) wages still stagnate! The math
don't add up at the end of the day!
Make use of existing spaces, properly maintained roads that visitors and residents don't complain about,
driver's education classes, safe, friendly, high quality public schooling, and a city full of good Americans,
regardless of race or background.
A balance of all ages living in the community. Public transportation. Good year-round water supply. Lots of
arts and culture opportunities as well as sporting events. Continued development of walking and biking
paths across all of Aberdeen.
A beautiful community that has low crime, thriving businesses and a growing economic base.
A community that is moving with the times - that respects individual choice while encouraging
consideration (having a city ordinance that prohibits mufflers that are louder than so many decibels would
be a great start to making our neighborhoods more livable) for others in your community. Being energy
independent - using our natural resources of wind and solar to power most of the community. Limiting light
pollution by installing city street lights that focus light down.
A growing and safe community.
A growing and thriving community with a population of 45,000-50,000.
A wider ethnic mix, which will bring both challenges and opportunities.
Aberdeen should work to be a zero waste, carbon neutral community. We should expand our recycling
and phase out those things that cannot be recycled or reused. We should encourage homes and
businesses to become more energy efficient and use renewable energies. We should look work on zero
emission public transportation. We should continue to promote and support local businesses to help them
grow over bringing in multinational companies that don't want to invest in our community.
Aberdeen will still be a community inclusive of all cultures and people, with a more vibrant scene to
encourage those different beliefs and ideals. Vibrant downtown for activities and people to gather.
Add a HyVee and Mills Fleet and Farm stores to town.
Clean, progressive community. Solar and wind energy playing more of a role in energy. More like what
Denmark looks like now.
Consider an event center that allows us to have larger events, concerts etc. Get the streets and sidewalks
repaired and fixed and add sidewalks where needed. Help the Mall get filled up with tenants and
restaurants. Help businesses attract and recruit good workforce from out of town. Bring anyone back that
is originally from Aberdeen but is living away from Aberdeen. "come back home to raise your family"
Get rid of the slum lords and have apartment inspections. Too many substandard apartments
Hopefully I am out of this town before then.
Hopefully it will be more welcoming to outsiders
Hopefully it will increase with larger companies willing to develop, build, and have offices here. The bicycle
trails are so terrible - adding longer trails isn't that expensive. Developing systems for green energy is also
very important given the city codes. Allowing more artistic avenues is also very attractive to younger
demographics in regard to attraction and retention.
Having landlords who own apartments take care of
their buildings is key. There are no standards for apartment upkeep and many look terrible which bring
other's property values down. Downtown building owners need to have an ordinance that they can't just
buy property and leave it vacant for 5 years. The right people are doing better things while the city level
does nothing to enhance the aesthetics of neighborhoods, empty buildings and lots, along with run-down
buildings.
Hopefully the city will grow with more retail and dining opportunities. The general spirit of the city will remain
the same.
I envision 2045 Aberdeen as a community that accepts and welcomes change. Currently communities like
Brookings and Watertown are catching up to our town as we continue to turn our backs on new
development ideas. Large businesses and event opportunities are passed over because of the small
mindedness of our city council & mayor who have little to no regard for tourism & growth. We are a reactive
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community and we need to start thinking like a pro-active community. There are also a lot of Aberdeen
citizens who have a blasé attitude and prefer to let other's make all the decisions for them. If we do not
embrace new ideas our city will lose what little forward momentum it has.
I envision Aberdeen having all the amenities that we drive to other communities to get, these would include
an event/convention center, a fun/vibrant/destination of a downtown and public transportation. The
community spirit would stay the same, but be enhanced. We would take pride in where we live and the
services/products/and community we have to offer others. We would do more bragging about our
community versus complaining that we don't have things. We would make Aberdeen a place we all want
to live and where we want others to move!
I fear that people will not leave their homes much. Everything will be on-line from buying groceries to
attending school.
I feel that we have a large handful of individuals that have a passion for the growth of Aberdeen, but not
enough people who are willing to do the work. I'll like to see us educate the public on opportunities to get
involved as well as how supporting local businesses helps our community thrive. I feel we are on the right
path to having Aberdeen expand, but need just a little bigger jump start to get us over the hump and I
believe a huge part of making that happen can also be done when people start to see the return of their
efforts.
I hope Aberdeen will hopefully remain the same but I hope there will be some changes. I am will lead the to
getting different industries other than healthcare and ag business. I would like to see more tech like
Facebook research centers or green industries here. I am not sure if the community spirit will change. It will
depend on many things we part of much larger scale of people now. We are connected not locally but
globally. We need to start seeing things on a big picture scale.
I hope it remains competitive in attracting and retaining quality citizens who are focused on working hard
raising a family or retiring and young people who can see a path to success without leaving Aberdeen. I
also hope that while its services and needs are addressed that those areas which the city has neglected in
lieu of other projects like law enforcement centers, parks, city offices, and libraries they could devote some
considerable time and MONEY from the GENERAL FUND to prioritize visitor needs which also address quality
of life issues and further enhancement of our downtown which will be critical to creating the vibrancy the
city will need to sustain itself long term.
I hope it will be a more open, diverse, and sustainable community.
I hope that our aging infrastructure is brought up to speed by then!
I hope to see Aberdeen embrace new cultures and growth as time goes on, and to try to keep younger
people here. i would love to see our downtown thrive and for small businesses to succeed.
I hope we continue to embrace our link to agriculture as a driver of business development. I hope to see
the complete revitalization of the downtown core completed in my lifetime. I hope the community spirit
changes for the better, too many people have negative thoughts about every change.
I pray that the Aberdeen community will be more culturally diverse and welcoming to all people
I really don't see what’s wrong with the community. Seems just fine to me.
I see an Aberdeen where you can get everywhere without needing a car. An Aberdeen with more green
space built in and fewer giant, sprawling parking lots. I envision a thriving arts community and healthy
schools that anyone can access regardless of income. Well-maintained housing regardless of income.
Recycling availability is universal. Downtown is healthy, busy, refurbished, yet historic. Preference is given to
new mom-and-pop shops rather than new chain restaurants and stores.
I see more bike paths and a bus system in place in 2045. Hopefully this city will consider adopting solar
power in some capacity. I also see a revitalized Main Street which will be another draw to our city. It is what
I always looked at when thinking about moving to a city before I came here. In addition, I hope we will be
a more culturally diverse and accepting city. One of our top priorities should be to integrate newcomers
which I don't see happening today. Also, this town is way too expensive for rentals etc. Hopefully in the
future it will be more affordable. It would've been a deterrent for us moving here if we didn't have to for my
husband's job.
I think it may be unrecognizable. I believe it will by then have an interstate going through it and many
suburbs close by.
I think that when 2045 comes, Aberdeen's will be different from today. As I've lived here, I've noticed it
change. I think (and hope) that it will become more like Sioux Falls. More shops and stores will decide to buy
land here as the population grows. The community spirit will change to a more uplifting and exciting
environment. In the future, I hope that Main Street will be more lively and the shops exteriors will all be eye
appealing.
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I would like to see a thriving downtown, continued growth downtown of offices, shops, restaurants,
recreation facilities, and apartments. I would like to see expanded and accessible bike/walking paths thru
out the city that link to different parks. I would also like to see outdoor adult fitness equipment at some parks
(some cities have these, pull-up bar stations, dips, monkey bars, etc.) I would like to see larger outdoor
farmer's markets, and more stores focused on healthy and organic food.
I would like to see more Grocery stores and shopping/ retail stores on the North Side of town. Since that side
has really grown in the housing development. I really think that there need for a grocery store and more
retail stores in that area. Not everything in Aberdeen has to be built on the east side of the town.
I'd like to see Aberdeen less dependent on the agricultural industry and push towards improving its
professional services
I'm sure it will be different from today, at least it should be improved, eye pleasing as well as practical. I
think Aberdeen has a lot of community spirit & can only see it improving! I also believe we have a good mix
of multi-racial folks with between 2,000 & 3,000 & do not need to become a vested target city for thousands
more. Not sure if this is in the city scope, but increasing number of lanes from Aberdeen to Mobridge
would be a plus. I do think the rumble strips recently installed have cut down number of accidents!
In 2045 I hope Aberdeen stays true to our roots while also accepting new businesses that will promote
economic growth. It's important to support local, small businesses while also adding a mix of chain retail,
restaurant and industry partners to have a collective and inclusive community. I also hope that Aberdeen
keeps up with the police force needed as our community continues to grow so we can keep our
community safe.
Increase diversity, incorporate more options for green/alternative energy sources
It will be different but hopefully the community spirit will continue to be a positive one.
It will be different. New cultures and ways of thinking will replace the stagnant attitude of an older
generation that has a difficult time embracing change. They will be gone and, hopefully, along with them,
their resistance to cultural diversity. I hope in 30 years "new Americans" will have shops and restaurants and
be part of the leadership of our community. It would be great to see the new ideas they could bring to the
table by sitting on boards and making decisions.
It will be Little Somalia.
It would be nice to have the entrances to the community look more attractive. I would like to see older
buildings that have historic and architectural significance preserved and adapted for new uses. Not every
old building is worth saving. I would like to see more parking ramps downtown - especially near the Civic
Arena and Theatre so that more growth can happen in this area.
Limit the flow of Somalians into Aberdeen or stop it completely
Love Aberdeen, but you have to keep it Aberdeen. I do not want to live in a Mini-Minneapolis.
Millennials aren't going to stay in Aberdeen because there is a mixed-use building in Aberdeen like there is
in Minneapolis. There is more to it. It is more than just a building, it is a feeling. Until Aberdeen can figure
out that "feeling" of coolness, young people will continue to leave.
Many of the items on this survey I have indicated as important to me are things that successful modern
cities are already doing. Public transportation will help both the downtown area and other shopping
locations, such as the mall. I believe this would be a great service for our university students as well.
Improving our schools and recreation areas are key steps to bringing in young families. Right now, it may
change, we have a lot of housing available for many budgets. We've got the space, we just have to make
it easier for them to choose Aberdeen. I understand that other things are important. But your students,
teachers, artists, downtown/other small business owners are the people all working for a better Aberdeen
and they will spirit the correct type of change.
More options for sustainable living
More wind and solar energy used. Add additional electric car port charger stations. Increased public
transportation options. Airport improvement: increase the number of flights per day at convenient hours
and affordable cost, add carriers (to fly west). Support educational institutions. Increase housing and
programs for seniors. Keep expanding the bike trail system.
My vision includes a more mixed ethnicity among residents; a transportation system that would assist young
working parents who struggle to balance job and getting children to school; a full recycling system for all
residents; more industry for increased jobs; a more vibrant downtown area.
Not good
Same concept as today in terms of the "type" of community with a much higher population, closer to
40,000. The community should and will have a larger portion of minorities residing here. I would anticipate
the spirit of the community simply being more diverse and that is a good thing.
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Senior housing &/or assisted living close to the hospitals; the spirit for the 2 hospitals to work together; the
upper income residents practice what they preach by shopping local
Sidewalks to be more accessible, repaired, wider, and trees cut that overhang sidewalks. Aberdeen
School system should have better technology in their schools. Better facilities for small affordable
conference venues. Support and build up our local colleges and give students affordable housing.
Update present homes and building space instead of expanding. Improved locally focused downtown
area. Have a hotel downtown. Increase bike trails/safe road biking. Most important: create a form of
public transportation. It is too cold here for a great portion of the year and we have a University. We
should have another option then taxis on the weekends. The taxis can take 40 minutes or more to wait for.
How are people suppose to schedule their lives and work with that much wait time? Create a school bus
system so parents don't have to drive their children all over the place. Look at Watertown's bus system that
picks up Middle School and High School students at their local elementary school. More bus options out of
and to Aberdeen would be nice, like weekend options. Amtrak would be amazing to have!!! Expand
Rideline to weekends, but finish at like 7 or 9pm so they do not have to deal with the bar crowd.
We need to better maintain what we already have in infrastructure- keep roads, water/sewer etc. in better
condition. Spend our funds on making the existing roads and services like snow removal better. Add
cellphone towers and recycling facilities. Stop trying to change us into a smaller version of Sioux Falls. We
like what we are and where we are. We don’t mind that we don’t have all the franchised restaurants and
stores. We like the quieter and friendly version with mixed age group populations. Put senior housing in with
single family homes and provide a bit of shopping nearby (walking distance). Kids and seniors can benefit
one another if they actually see one another. Continue to promote what we already are—Home of
community theater, film festival, college and high school sports, great parks and walking/bike paths, public
events at Wylie, Melgaard, a great county fair. Please stop bringing businesses to town for which the
workers need to be brought in too. Those sometimes last a few years and close, leaving behind workers that
are now unemployed and empty buildings. Look around at what we already do well and do it better. Be
ourselves!
We need to find ways for the increasingly larger numbers of minority communities to integrate and
assimilate into American culture.
Yes, things will be different in 2045 and the spirit will be different because generations are shifting. We will
see even more technology driven systems i.e. transportation, communication, smaller families, more people
working from hub centers and home, offices will likely get smaller. People are going to try to simplify their life
and make it more convenient for them. People will be working on the go, at home, from a hub center or a
different location at any giving time.

Q17 What do you like most about downtown Aberdeen?
•
Don't shop downtown although its clean and kept up. Downtowns are a thing of the 50s, 60s, and 70s
(need to let it go) and spread businesses all over town not in 2 key areas like now!
•
The variety and community.
•
"Boutique" atmosphere. It's coming along, albeit slowly.
•
All of the locally owned businesses! Karisma, Brass Kettle, Roma's, Slackers, etc.
•
all the different shops
•
Beautiful store fronts
•
Buildings
Buildings are starting to be restored. Looking better
•
•
Capital Theater and places to eat.
•
Capitol theater marquee
•
Decent growth over the past few years with more boutiques etc. coming. We need to double the amount
in the next 3 years.
•
Easy to get around
•
Events, concerts, farmers market, wine walk, little shops / stores
•
Fairly attractive with pole banners, decorations, lighted trees, has some shops that are important and
useful to me, has two restaurants I like to patronize, has strong banks located there, has nice concerts and
other events in the summer.
•
Food and Entertainment
•
Good restaurants!
•
Historic buildings (2)
•
History and walkability. Downtowns are the true heart of any community.
•
I don't care that much for our downtown.
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I like that they have a variety of events that happen throughout the summer. Unfortunately because of the
cold winter temperatures there can't be things going on year round. The concerts that take place seem to
draw in quite a few people and I think that a good way to have a tight community. Some of the shops
need a bit of a facelift, though.
I like the parking.
I love how it has developed into a lively and cultural destination. Doing a great job of restoring buildings
and would love to see more of this in the future
I love the original shops and activities that you can find downtown. There is also a sense of inclusiveness
and community. We have more and more businesses that are moving downtown and I think that is
amazing for this town. Our downtown is a gem that just needs some more money for facade restoration to
really shine.
I only go there to get my hair cut.
I'm glad there are some shops and restaurants mixed in with offices and business.
In today world the shop downtown need to extremely customer service based to compete with the
internet and larger franchises. Need to be open 7 days week. Sundays the place is a ghost town.
It feels, or has the potential to feel, like a downtown area should. A place where you can do some
shopping, walk down the sidewalk, grab some lunch, and see some friends out doing the same.
It’s becoming “prettier”.
It's the most creative and characteristic space in Aberdeen.
Many independent businesses that you just can’t find elsewhere.
New restaurants
Not congested
Nothing (5)
Now we have about 5 or 6 restaurants downtown & several boutiques along with the consignment stores,
it's a little more conducive to going downtown. I hope efforts continue to keep on working to liven up
downtown!
OLD historic buildings with character
One-way traffic
Our DT is quite nice, but could be a whole lot nicer. There are no restaurants of destination. When going to
Brookings, we go out of our way to go to Nick's Burgers. Brass Kettle is a great start, but it is no Nick's. We
need places that people are willing to go out of their way for. Things that are legendary. Start being
legendary Aberdeen! Mediocre is no longer acceptable.
People (2)
Quaintness
Red Rooster, Capitol Theatre, that new Somali restaurant
Restaurants (2) and a couple of the stores
That it is mostly quiet and there are businesses to show and window-shop in. Also, it is nice to have a couple
of places to eat - more would be great...
That it's pedestrian friendly, everything is close, just a walk away. I also love the variety - apartments,
offices, entertainment, gyms, restaurants, places to sit, trees and flowers, and an old fashioned, yet modern
feel.
That there is potential
The aesthetic look of the area, I would like to see more retail small businesses and less consignment
businesses.
The arts
The available parking.
The beautiful store fronts and restored old buildings. Let's keep existing downtown businesses and bring
more downtown! I see kids & adults alike biking downtown in the summer. Let's give them a reason to keep
coming!
The Brass Kettle, Red Rooster and Flea market
The Capitol Theater and Central Park.
The community theater (ACT)! Great access to the library, ARC, museums.
The compactness. The eclectic nature of its shops and stores, The revitalization efforts undertaken so far
with streetscape and facades should be supported, continued, enhanced and significant resources
dedicated to this redevelopment as it is at least EQUALLY important as our parks and recreational needs.
The fact that it continues to show improvement by improving the look of its buildings, has continuous efforts
to find new businesses and provides a wide variety of events for all ages.
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The millennial vibe and creative thinking about how the downtown space can be utilized to make it into a
place where people want to spend time.
The old buildings
The re-facing of the buildings, the sidewalks are neat & not falling apart, the great shops that are being
attracted to the area
The small businesses offering a variety of goods and services, also the community these businesses foster.
The streetscape.
The trees and landscape.
The trees and variety of shops
The upgrades that are being made.
The variety of food, drinks, and shops.
The variety of shops and the small-town feeling.
Theater and dining.
There is a good mix of retail stores downtown currently.
Unique and local shops and restaurants The location in the middle of the city, right off Hwy 12/6th Ave As
our city grows and improves, so will Downtown. There is a community system evolving with recent housing
improvements, retail, work and entertainment Downtown.
Variety of local restaurants, shops, and bars. Aberdeen Community Theatre is a beautiful focal point. I
think parking is ok, except maybe have senior parking in addition to handicap parking? Everyone else can
get over it and walk a block or two to where they want to go.
Walkability of Main Street.
Window shopping.
You can walk everywhere

Q18 From the following list, please check ideas you would encourage for downtown Aberdeen.

See Appendix for text of “Other” responses
Q19 How would you rate the overall traffic CONGESTION in Valley City?

Q19 How would you rate the overall traffic CONGESTION in Aberdeen?

Note: The response to this question was a
sliding scale from 0 indicating no congestion to
50 indicating severe traffic congestion.

Q20 Are there any specific traffic safety issues we should address?
• The streets are not really set up for much growth 6th Ave and by Walmart are the worst and there are no
real expressway through town? You spread business on all sides of town you eliminate allot of this problem,
just look at other towns example Watertown smaller pop and way easier to get from point a to point b.
• The 4 way stop at North Main and 8th Ave NE/NW. I have had so many close calls at that intersection with
people not stopping when they turn right or one car going through the intersection on the tail of another, or
people not waiting for their turn. 2) Semi-truck/trailers on 6th Ave SE/SW that go through town speeding and
"sneak" through the lights that have already changed yellow. 3) The storm drain on the east side of South
Dakota Street where it intersects with 7th Ave SE. It sticks out just enough that it cut my tire when I drove too
close to it. 4) People using the cross walks in front of Avera St. Lukes on State Street has greatly improved
from what it was a few years ago, however, there are some newer employees that are not using the cross
walks.
• 5th street and Melgaard 4 way stop. People think that when you stop behind the RR tracks and it is your turn
to go and the others waiting to go think you have to stop again after you go over the tracks. I have seen it
where people thought it was there turn to go after I started going after coming to a full stop behind the
tracks and they started turning or going across straight through the intersection after they had come to full
stop first.
• 8th and County 19
• Bad drivers
• Bicycle safety and more public transportation.
• DAKOTA STREET, MELGAARD ROAD and ROOSEVELT on ANY AND EVERY SCHOOL DAY. Safe crossings, lights,
and officers at key intersections at arrival and departure as well as coordinating OFF STREET PICK UP AND
DROP OFFS AT ALL SCHOOLS INCLUDING OM TIFFANY
• Downtown intersections are hard to have a safe view when crossing Main Street. Melgaard and Hwy 281
needs something too.
• Enforcement of existing traffic laws! Full stops at stop signs, turn signal use, turning into the proper lane, and
safe following distances for road conditions. Some of the flashing yellow lights are hard to determine if
they're amber or red for some of us.
• Have a police presence
• Hwy 281 and 8th Ave NW. Also, all of the railroad crossings should be replaced on a faster basis. They
crumble easily.
• I am concerned about the trains in Aberdeen, especially when AGP comes to town. Although I get it, we
are a train town, it is difficult when a train just stops on a track.
• I don’t believe traffic is a huge problem in Aberdeen. The problems I see is with people not obeying traffic
laws. Even during busy events, traffic clears rather quickly.
• I don't feel there are any real traffic issues.
• I drive up and down 6th Avenue every day and every day I witness a near traffic accident due to careless
driving. From drivers on 6th Ave who stop traffic to yield the right of way to drivers pulling out from a parking
lot to drivers who are holding up traffic by going 15 miles under the speed limit to distracted drivers texting
on their phones I see it all on a daily basis. I don't know how you could address these issues but as Aberdeen
grows and the traffic is increased these problems present serious issues that need to be taken care of.
• I hate all of the one ways!! lol! Seriously thought, something needs to be done by OM Tiffany School before
a child dies. They painted a crosswalk but with all the traffic in the mornings and after school it is way over
congested.
• I like the recently added turn lanes on Lawson, 8th Ave, Roosevelt & 15th Ave Street extension & connection
to Roosevelt.
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I think attention needs to be brought to Melgaard, there is little to no aid in the flow of traffic in the morning
when the High School is in session.
Improving driver education and competency
It would be nice if more officers could patrol school zones when students are being dropped off and picked
up from school. Some people speed through those school zones like there is no tomorrow!
It would be nice to have another overpass or way to get from North to South end of town when a train
comes through.
Just really busy when school gets out and at 5:00. Lawson and Melgaard, 5th St to 281 on Melgaard, 281
and Megaard intersection
Keeping trees trimmed by stop signs.
Make people follow the rules of the road! Blinkers are not optional.
MELGAARD ROAD CORRIDOR FROM 5TH AVE SW TO ROOSEVELT STREET.
More sidewalks.
More turn signal lights on 6th Ave
Need to have a 4 lane bypass around town and increase the lanes to Ipswich to 4 lanes
Not a bicycle friendly town- more cross walks, not all (residential) areas have handicap accessible sidewalks
(curbs)
People seem to run red lights consistently in Aberdeen. Also- weekends are nuts with the influx of out of town
drivers. Kesslers, and Walmart/Qdoba intersections need help!
People turning to Family Dollar store at 5th St and 6th Ave.
Potholes!
Providing additional options for dealing with train traffic. Working with the school system to ease traffic
during drop off and pick up
Random speed limit drops that aren't visibly known/seen. Example: While traveling from 2nd Ave (N)
crossing 6th Ave the speed limit drops from 30 to 20 right at the Church on 6th Ave and 2nd St. ?? Any out
of town visitors would get a ticket because the sign is above 6ft in height, which is not visible.
Repaint 6th Ave. Some spots on 6th you can't see the dotted line and I think that could cause issues with
snow.
Route semis around Aberdeen and not use 6th Avenue.
Something needs to be done about biking safety. There should be bike lanes. As a parent, I know we legally
aren't supposed to bike on the sidewalks but with no bike lanes it is too dangerous to bike with small children
in the streets.
Speeding on residential streets is a big problem - especially around the university.
Texting and driving is rampant. Just because there is a law doesn't mean people are going to follow it. I
don't have an answer on how to fix this (not knowing all law enforcement can and cannot do), but it is a
dangerous activity that can could free up time for officers to address greater issues if they didn't have to
respond to incidents caused by texting and driving.
Texting and driving needs to be under stricter watch and penalties need to be higher
The City needs to spend more money on infrastructure and fix the streets.
The new flashing turn signals are confusing to me. Not sure why there was a need to change. The new turn
lane north on 281 is a mess and creates confusion and doesn't help the traffic to flow.
The railroad tracks on Roosevelt and Eighth Ave. north east.
The yellow flashing lights for left turns cause confusion. Drivers need to use their turn signals. Drivers use the
center turn lanes to “merge” which is not legal or safe. A few places could use crosswalks out on 6th Ave SE.
Think about increasing the speed limit on major streets to 30-35 mph. Except obviously by schools, parks or
other high traffic/safety concern areas.
Too many lights on 6th Ave
Too many stoplights
Traffic is bad on Roosevelt. Need to do something to help with that.
Train traffic has always been an issue in Aberdeen. Would love to see traffic bypassed around Aberdeen or
another overpass on the east side of town
Truck traffic on Melgaard Road.
Uncontrolled intersections around schools.
We need a Round-a-bout at old 281 & 8th Ave NW
We need gated railroad crossings with the addition of AGP, that includes the crossing on the County Road
14 to be gated.
Why do locale trucking and construction companies feel they need to be on high traffic roads during high
peak times? Trying to get down 6th Ave, 8th Ave, & Melgaard at 7:45 is tough enough and then you add
trucks.

Q21 Where do you live?

Q22 (IF EMPLOYED) Where do you work?

Q23 (IF EMPLOYED) About how much time does a one-way trip to your job usually take?

Q24 (IF EMPLOYED) Which mode of transportation do you use to get to work?

Q25 Do you or anyone in your household use the public transit service in Aberdeen?

Q 26 What are your/their primary reasons for using public transit?

Q 27 Based on your own experience, how walkable is Aberdeen?

Q 28 How would you rate your safety when biking or walking in Aberdeen?

Q 29 Are there places in Aberdeen where you would like to bike or walk but can't because facilities are not
available or they don't feel safe to you? Please describe the locations and your concerns.
•

6th out to and around Target, Menards, etc. is entirely built for cars and can't get around otherwise; Dakota
Street up to the new apartment & neighborhood north of town: no sidewalk or crosswalk.
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8th Avenue. Main roads are almost impossible since there is no shoulder. Drivers here are not conditioned
to see bikers. In CO, they have a bike to work day, Aberdeen should do that to bring awareness to bike
riding to work.
Aberdeen needs more lighting on their trails. I will not utilize the trails or walk outside due to the lack of
lighting. I don't feel safe.
Bicyclists should be permitted ON ALL SIDEWALKS AND KEPT OFF CITY STREETS ENTIRELY - Few of them follow
basic traffic safety rules and all of them pose a potential hazard to themselves or others when they do not.
WE DO NOT NEED MORE TRAILS.
Bike lanes would be very helpful. I would ride my bike much more often than I currently do. I feel like cars
don't watch for cyclists here and do not give them the right of way. I've almost been hit twice, while riding
my bike AFTER the people have waved me through to go because they were not paying attention.
Clear and safe routes and sidewalks to downtown and Target/Walmart.
Creating clear laws and/or areas for cyclists would relieve many of my concerns. I feel many people in
Aberdeen are not sure how to react to person commuting on a bike causing the situation to be more
dangerous.
Crossing 6th Ave is always a nightmare but there are crosswalks so there is probably not much more the city
can do. Other than that, I feel pretty safe biking/walking in Aberdeen.
I believe that there should be more street lights lining the sidewalks. Most streets have one at the corners,
but I'm not only walking on the corners of each street. Streets around Northern's campus are particularly
dark when night falls.
I don't use this enough to comment.
I feel safe walking anywhere in daytime. I usually don't walk far after dark.
If bike lanes were added to streets I would love to ride my bike for almost everything.
It would be nice to have a bike lane in certain places!
It's difficult to cross 6 Avenue and Lawson to continue north on the bike trail.
It's less about not having lanes or biking facilities. It has more to do with the mindset people in SD have
towards bikers. We need to educate people on how to drive safely around bikers. I have been
disrespected numerous times on my bike by cars, trucks and just about any other vehicle that uses SD roads.
Lack of safety when walking of biking in Aberdeen has more to do with the average driver's inability or
unwillingness to consider the safety of others and follow traffic regulations than the available infrastructure.
Like the bike paths but I don’t believe they connect everywhere through town, making it hard to stay on a
path.
Need to create walkway or bike path along 6th Avenue out to the Target, Walmart, Mall areas since that is
where a majority of retail shopping occurs.
north softball complex. 8th Ave N.E. More asphalt trails the better.
Please try to extend bike path from the area south of Lust Automotive, up to Wylie Park. It is not currently
safe to bike on the overpass.
Sidewalks are narrow in many areas and have irregularities in available ramps so it makes it hard to bike on
sidewalks. Drivers often do not look for bikes or pedestrians on sidewalks coming from the opposite way on
one ways. Noticed people biking not following traffic rules (biking through a 4 way). When cars stop to be
"courteous" in areas they should not they are causing more of a hazard and on a bike or walking you can't
trust them or the car in the next lane to stop. Sides of many roads are broken up or have cars parking so it
can be hard to bike on roads too. I would bike to work when it is nice out if it was less stressful. I have biked
to work and have experienced near accidents. Mostly people not seeing me because "I was in a shadow"
It was not dark out. I was not wearing all black.
Simmons Middle School
Southern part of town by the mog and softball fields.
Stop spending tax dollars on parks and bike trails and spend it on roads and other infrastructure.
The bike path is awesome. But to bike in town on the sidewalks or streets is highly unsafe. Drivers and bikers
alike don't know how to co-exist in a safe manner.
The City doesn't need to spend any more money on Parks and Rec., too much money is already being
spent. More focus needs to be put on upgrading and fixing our existing infrastructure.
The existing bike path is like 3 miles in radius, which is pretty short. If one wants to cycle at a faster pace, the
highways are the only area to do so. Which is incredibly unsafe due to Hwy 12. The bike path is a joke, let's
just be honest.
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There are many places in Aberdeen that lack usable sidewalks, including sixth avenue connecting to the
mall/target/Walmart. The main issue is the lack of stop signs in residential areas that makes it unsafe,
especially since drivers in Aberdeen do not yield to pedestrians or watch for them.
There are some areas of town without bike trails. These areas are not as safe. I work in the downtown area.
When I bike to work, there are no trails or bike lanes in the area. I have had cars almost hit me while riding
my bike. I wear a bright jacket or vest and have lights.
There's part of Lawson St. and N. Roosevelt St. that don't have sidewalks, therefore it's not feasible to ride my
bike to work or walk. I use to ride my bike to work because there was nice roads and sidewalks from my
house to work.
To get to Target or the South side of 6th Ave from Roosevelt you would need to cross 6th and then cross
again. That is dumb.
To Wylie Park from anywhere. Anywhere along 6th Avenue
Walking the area between the Mall, the Dakota Events Center, and Walmart but missing sidewalks and
traffic make it dangerous. Biking from the south west part of town to the north-west part of town (think from
Lincoln Elementary to Wylie Park.
We only have a few bike paths which go through parks etc. We need them everywhere so that people can
get to work without being in the middle of traffic.
Where I live, I have access to great bike paths so at this time I don't feel unsafe.
Yes- 8th Ave NE, I know the road was just re-done, it seems like the traffic just flies by. Some areas of 6th Ave
East

Q 30 What are the best ways for you to receive information about the Plan?

Q 31 How long have you lived in Aberdeen?

Q 32 What is your gender?

Q 33 What is your age?

Q 34 Which of the following categories best describes your employment status?

Q 35 How many people in your household?
Occurrences
#
1
7
2
3o
3
23
4
21
5
13
6
3
7
0
8
1
Q 36 How many are children under 18 years of age?
Occurrences
#
0
50
1
17
2
19
3
12
4
3
5
0
6
1
Q 37 Do you rent or own the place where you live?

ATTACHMENT
Q12 Thinking about infrastructure in and around Aberdeen, what are the top three areas Aberdeen
should prioritize as it plans for the future?
•
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BETTER SNOW REMOVAL!
Downtown
Even though the City has been setting aside $$'s every year, it appears nothing has been done to improve
Moccasin Creek? Why not? When will something be done?
Fix the water, roads to replace our cattle trails
Fix your damn worthless water system.
Infrastructure
Learn to properly fix the streets for the long term. And the city water has a horrible taste, always has. And fix
the roads. And the water.
More recycling of plastics, glass, cardboard, etc.
Our options for recycling products is very pathetic compared to similar/smaller sized towns like ours!
Public health concerns, safety, drug abusive, a lot of houses in Aberdeen are in horrible shape to leave in.
Recycling
Recycling for apartments, schools, businesses; Revitalizing and "beautifying" downtown/historic areas
Recycling improvement
Rental Inspection Program
Sidewalks
The City needs to upgrade the existing water lines.
Use a different water supply - WEB water would've been a beneficial asset to Aberdeen. As it is now our
water supply is inadequate and the water itself stinks for a good part of the year. With all the upgrades
government has done to Aberdeen in the recent future, surely, they could figure out our drinking water
problem. We often have visiting guests to Aberdeen and it is a huge embarrassment when they first taste
Aberdeen water and question why our water tastes so bad.

Q13 If Aberdeen were given a grant to pay for any ONE such "small" infrastructure project, what would you
spend it on?
• Adding public recycling bins next to garbage cans in business areas such as Main Street.
• Again, Moccasin Creek our forgotten gem!!
• Better water or better snow removal
• Buses for school kids
• Changes with the city. Allowing tiny homes in the city.
• Improve our streets.
• Moccasin Creek
• Roads in Aberdeen suck
• Tennis courts
• transit would be first and recycling- second
• Water quality!
• Water!!!!
Q14 There are a variety of tools that a city can use to influence the design and appearance of the community.
Please review the options below and let us know which tools are important to you
• Assist in creating areas for residential development.
• Confusing question
• Need growth on north and north west side of town like food, gas, grocery it is a huge inconvenience to
have to go all the way to other end of town 6 or 7 miles!
• Re-use of existing structures
• Screw high density. Spread out not bunch up.
• Seek grant money from the State or other sources to build a true south bypass road to eliminate the safety
hazard of students with large semi trucks full of cattle, harvest, etc. to alleviate traffic on Melgaard Road.
• The City needs to upgrade the existing water lines in order to make the water taste better.
• The downtown needs more money for facade restoration.

Q 18 From the following list, please check ideas you would encourage for downtown Aberdeen
• Bike racks
• Eliminating Retail Signage Regulations
• Fewer strip clubs and sex shops, please. Yuck.
• grocery store, food
• Improved pedestrian crossing on side streets
• Locating retail, entertainment and public places to occupy large store fronts downtown. Having an
insurance agency, empty storage facades, BC health, should be relocated to side streets or other
locations. Main Street store fronts & facades should be inviting. The first block of Aberdeen is a turn off with
the unused Masonic Temple, Storage between IDC & Taylor Music, BC Health etc.
• More places to eat!
• Open up the "speak easy" from yesterday years. Make it a fun new retail attraction. Locales will love it and
you can draw visitors if you make it a historical area too.
• Stop smoking on main street outside coffee shops & bars
Q26 What are your/their primary reasons for using public transit?
• Doesn't drive so needs public transit when a driver in the family is not available
• Don't use
• Drinking alcohol
• Not applicable
• Recreation
• Recreational
• Ride home after drinking or ride to/from airport
• Ride home from the bar.
• Ride to restaurants and shows
• Taxicab services after alcohol consumption, if needed
• There is no public transit system. If there was we would use it on a daily basis.
• There is no public transportation
• there's public transport here? Lagers Shuttle?
• We don't
• We don't have public transit that's feasible to take to work.
• We don't really have public transit.....
• What public transit?

Appendix 2
SUMMARIES OF EMPLOYER INTERVIEWS

SUMMARY – INTERVIEWS WITH 20 OF ABERDEEN’S LARGEST EMPLOYERS
Telephone interviews were completed in the winter of 2018 with 20 of Aberdeen’s largest
employers using the same list of questions with each of the company/government/education
representatives. The results are subjective and not all interviewees answered all questions.
Identifying information is not included in this summary. There are many similar responses. Where
the responses were identical, they have not been repeated.
ESTIMATE OF THE PERCENTAGE OF EMPLOYEES LIVING IN ABERDEEN AND ELSEWHERE
Some of the Aberdeen employers had some employees working in other locations. The
percentages of their Aberdeen employees who lived in Aberdeen or other locations are
presented below.
Aberdeen – within city limits
Rural location in Brown
County
Other cities or towns in
Brown County mentioned

Other cities or towns outside
Brown County mentioned

Percentage of employees living within the city limits ranged
from 75 to 90 percent with an average of 82 to 85 percent
Percentage of employees living in rural locations within Brown
County ranged from 5 to 15 percent with an average of 10
percent
Other cities in Brown County include Groton, Columbia, Warner
Frederick, Claremont, and Westport
Other South Dakota cities and towns include Eureka, Leola,
Britton, Selby, Mina, Bristol, Mellette, Ipswich, Redfield, Clark,
Andover, Northville, Sisseton, Webster, and Turton
North Dakota cities include Ellendale, and Oakes

HIRING IN 2018
The employers were asked if they planned to hire additional people in Aberdeen and if so, how
many.
• All but two responded that they were planning to hire additional people in 2018; the one
responded “maybe”.
• Four were not sure of the number of new hires expected in 2018
• Five expected to add only replacements; these totals included 5-10, 12-15, 50, 40-50
• Growth was expected by eight. These totals included 200, 20-30, 20, 20 or so, 3-5, 10, and
one said that they currently have 21 openings
WHAT ARE THE MAJOR BENEFITS/POSITIVES YOU HEAR FROM YOUR EMPLOYEES ABOUT WORKING
IN ABERDEEN?
• Safe community (2)
• Large enough city but still has
• Good schools
small/home town feeling
• Great outdoor activities
• Healthcare options (2)
• Lots of activities for youth
• School system options are good
• Community Involvement
• Have lots of hunting and fishing activities
• Not metropolitan
in the area
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•
•
•
•
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nice mix of theater entertainment
Treated with Respect
Low Crime
Good Medical Facilities
Low traffic-not congested
Good job opportunities
Growth going on
Size of the community
Safe city with great schools
A new employee compared Aberdeen
to Mayberry of the Andy Griffith Show
Proximity of housing to work (walking
distance)
Proximity of other resources (limited time
to get most anywhere in town)
Safe to raise family; little crime, and
affordable

•
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Stability of a long-time company and
great company culture
Friendly people/community (2)
Small-town atmosphere, sense of
community and community pride
Short commutes, less traffic
Family focused community
Many come back to live close to family
Good amenities for the community’s size
Safe feeling f a smaller community
Variety of business
Availability of shopping alternatives
Small town environment, friendly people.
Convenience of location of schools,
work, shopping, and entertainment

WHAT ARE THE MAJOR CONSTRAINTS YOU HEAR FROM YOUR EMPLOYEES ABOUT WORKING IN
ABERDEEN?
• Lack of information on the internet on
• For the unmarried, younger professionals
public school systems ratings and
(20 - 30) it is difficult to connect and
average house cost
have activities for that age group
• Not that great of schools when
• Employees get great experience, but
compared elsewhere
not interested in staying
• Younger generations seeking higher
• If employees have a hometown
wages
connection to the area, they are more
• Used to hear about housing
likely to stay
• Cost of living compared to Sioux Falls.
• Many leave for the big city with more
activities
Usually site cost of housing
• Retail options limited, not as wide as
• Small town, less
even Watertown
opportunities/amenities/variety
• Smaller selection of stores and not as
• Some companies in Aberdeen restrict
many things to do
that employees must live within one mile
• Limited after school resources
of the place of work, so they cannot
• Limited public transportation
choose where they would like to live.
• House prices for family housing
This can be a huge burden on some
• Cost of living and rent are high
families.
• Millennials prefer the options of larger
• Can get everything, but many people
cities with more activities, shopping, and
shop online
things to do
• Would need to have larger population
• No Costco
to support larger retail
• Weather
• Affordable Housing
• Low salaries (2)
• Public Transportation
• Limited options for air travel
• Some discrimination against ethnic
• Distance from a larger city
groups-landlords won’t rent to certain
• Distance from shopping – many go to
people
Sioux Falls or Faro
• Language barriers limit some job
opportunities
• Younger employees don’t think there
• Would like more entertainment options
are enough activities
• Not a lot of great paying jobs
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OF THOSE NOT LIVING IN ABERDEEN, WHAT IS YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF WHY THEY CHOOSE TO
LIVE ELSEWHERE?
• Like living in a rural area/agricultural area (4)
• Amenities available elsewhere that are not available in Aberdeen
• Other family member works elsewhere, and they live closer to that location (2)
• Like living in a rural area (popular response)
• School district – Generally, employees with kids want smaller towns to raise them
• Housing (their desired choice) was not available when they were looking
• Housing may be less expensive in the smaller towns (2)
• Family home, where they grew up
• Less expensive outside of Aberdeen
• Housing (that they could afford) was not available when they were looking
• School district
• Cost of housing is higher in comparison to surrounding area
• Housing market is horrible for the selection that Aberdeen has to offer
• Many of the older homes need a great deal of work, and the realtors/current homeowners
are asking way too much
• Higher taxes in the city (2)
IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT WOULD IT TAKE TO HAVE THE EMPLOYEES WHO CURRENTLY LIVE OUTSIDE
OF ABERDEEN, OR OTHER EMPLOYEES LIKE THEM IN THE FUTURE, CHOOSE TO LIVE IN ABERDEEN?
• A few employers responded that this was a difficult to answer and some felt that this is
personal preferences
• If there could be a way to connect the young professionals that would appeal to them
would be helpful
• Really depends on what employees like to do – heard there is a lack of concerts, we have
them, but not as often as some individuals like. Same goes for certain activities or shopping
that we may not have due to our current size, all about preference
• Address public transportation issues
• Affordable housing and some of the discrimination
• Where the employees live is a personal preference, the employees who do live in a rural
area want to stay where they are. They enjoy the quiet, rural area on the farm or the
community they were raised in
• The farther from Aberdeen you go, the less you know about South Dakota. Some individuals
are still under the impression we get around in covered wagons here. Need to get the word
out about Aberdeen, we are part of the 21st century. And it is a nice, quieter place to live
• More daycare and more affordable housing for the production-type worker employee
• Hard to live comfortably on some hourly wages in Aberdeen
• Need more public access to K-12 schools and housing trends
• Provide more amenities in apartments if they are going to charge such high rent
• Personal preference where they want to live, don’t want to lose the surrounding
communities either – want them to be strong as well. It’s not all about Aberdeen
• Lower cost of housing
• Spouse career change, closer to retirement maybe wanting to live in town due to travel
• Kids growing up and moving out of the house, maybe more likely to move into town
• Lower the cost of homes/rent to meet the actual quality of the home
• Offer more affordable housing and rent rates. Certain individuals never would move
because that is where their extended family is.
• It would be a difficult sell for the few staff that live outside Aberdeen. Most have a spouse
that farms
• If they live in other cities outside of Aberdeen, most likely have cheaper housing there or a
house already paid for and do not want to move away from family there.
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Appendix 3
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

October 12, 2017 - Community Meeting

January 11, 2018 - Community Meeting

January 11, 2018 - Hands-On Workshop Table Exercise
Through this map exercise held during the
January 11, 2018 Community Meeting
participants indicate their preference for
locations of future land uses. The stickers
used the standard planning colors:
Yellow

Lower Density Residential

Orange

Higher Density Residential

Red

Commercial

Purple

Industrial

Green

Parks and Open Space

Many of the ideas are consistent across the
worksheets and share common themes.
Future Residential Few indicated
redevelopment. Medium density was
selected more frequently than lower
density uses. Medium density was located
across the City; lower density at the City
edges.
Future Commercial There were many
opinions about the location of commercial
uses in the future. Some preferred
commercial along the major roadways and
others located it near future residential. .
Future Industrial Participants generally
located industrial uses on the edges of the
city; many expanding existing industrial
areas.
Open Space There were few locations
shown for new parks or open space and no
clear direction.
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•
•

Project Overview
Aberdeen Growth Plan
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Goals and Policies
Growth to 2045
Future Land Use Map
Primary Growth Areas
Land Use Categories
Future Impact on:
• Parks
• Utilities
• Transportation
Intersection Study

Q&A
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Aberdeen’s comprehensive
plan was adopted in 2004
The City has changed in the
last 13 years
The Aberdeen Growth Plan
has a 2045 planning horizon
www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com
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Growth Plan
COMMUNITY INPUT
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Q1

Do you think there is too much, too little or the right amount of each of the
following in the city?
Shops or
restaurants

Affordable housing
for seniors

Sidewalks

New stores and
offices being built

Public
transportation

Large discount or
warehouse stores

Parks and
playgrounds

Safe routes for
riding bikes to
work or shopping
Student housing

Places to walk or
exercise for fun

Too much

Affordable housing

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com
for families

Q2

Right amount

Too little

What do you like the most about living and/or working in Aberdeen?

tives

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com
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As it plans for the future, Aberdeen will have priorities. Which are most important

Q11 to you

Improving the
availability of
affordable housing

Attracting new
businesses and
creating new jobs

Keeping the residents
and businesses that
are in Aberdeen today

Reducing traffic
congestion
Extremely high priority
High priority
Providing convenient
alternatives to
driving

Enhancing the vibrancy
of downtown Aberdeen

Mid priority
Low priority

Ensuring that roads
and infrastructure
will meet the
demands of a
growing Aberdeen

Lowering the crime rate

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

about infrastructure, which are the top three areas Aberdeen should
Q12 Thinking
prioritize as it plans for the future?
Airport
Bicycle
Friendliness
Energy
Parks
Facilities and
City Buildings
Water, Wastewater
and Stormwater
Transit
Roads
Other

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com
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Vision 2045
“By the Year 2045, Aberdeen will have strengthened
its position as a regional “Hub City”, providing
citizens with ample economic opportunities, quality
health care services, exemplary educational
opportunities for life-long learning, plentiful cultural
and entertainment activities, retail diversity and a
lifestyle second to none.”
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Land Use
•
•

Provide sufficient land area and densities to meet Aberdeen's projected needs
for housing, employment and public facilities
Minimize adverse impacts on lower-intensity uses, such as residential uses

Economic Vitality
•
•
•
•
•
•

Champion a diverse economy that supports existing businesses, encourages
entrepreneurs and attracts new employers
Continue to prioritize Aberdeen’s fiscal health and economic strength
Encourage a healthy and sustainable business environment that continues to
invest in infrastructure and build a community that is attractive to employers and
their workers
Continue to support Aberdeen’s downtown revitalization efforts
Continue to support the City’s existing wide range of tourist attractions
Continue to recognize the City’s hospitals and healthcare as a regional
economic engine

Housing
 Encourage a variety of housing types for a range of incomes and age groups

Livability and Quality of Life
• Support efforts to retain the City’s young people and recent graduates
• Continue to support strong and sustainable neighborhoods protected from
negative impacts
• Support efforts to preserve historic places and cultural resources
• Continue to encourage arts and cultural opportunities
• Continue to be a safe city in which to live, work, study and visit
• Encourage development at the City’s gateways and along key transportation
corridors that provides a positive image to City visitors and residents
• Support Aberdeen’s educational institutions including the City’s K-12 schools,
Presentation College and Northern State University
• Require that land use decisions be informed by the Aberdeen Growth Plan
• Encourage residents and business owners to support the Aberdeen Growth Plan

Transportation and Infrastructure

• Support an efficient and well-designed transportation system that enhances safety
and mobility
• Support a well-connected pedestrian and bicycle network
• Systematically investment City infrastructure that supports current and future
population and businesses
• Support improvements to water development, distribution, and treatment

7
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Preliminary Growth Alternatives
70,000

60,000
Aberdeen Estimates

50,000

1.5%

2.0%

50,461

40,000

40,000
30,000 26,212

10,000
0

28,415

38,108
34,594

Aberdeen at 3.3% of Statewide Mid-Range Projections
Aberdeen at 70% of Latest Brown County Mid-Range Projections
Aberdeen 2045 Target Population
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026
2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033
2034
2035
2036
2037
2038
2039
2040
2041
2042
2043
2044
2045

20,000

58,149

2.5%
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Future Land Use Map Categories
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RURAL

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

PUBLIC / INSTITUTIONAL

Land Use Map
Symbol

Land Use Map
Symbol

Land Use Map
Symbol

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

LOW DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL

MID-DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL

HIGH DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL

Land Use Map
Symbol

Land Use Map
Symbol

Land Use Map
Symbol

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com
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COMMERCIAL

DOWNTOWN
MIXED USE

INDUSTRIAL

Land Use Map
Symbol

Land Use Map
Symbol

Land Use Map
Symbol

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

12

12/17/2018

CITY OF ABERDEEN
Growth Plan
SERVICES AND UTILITIES

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

2

5

1

3

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

13

12/17/2018

14

12/17/2018

15

12/17/2018

CITY OF ABERDEEN
Growth Plan
TRANSPORTATION

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

16

12/17/2018

17

12/17/2018

18

12/17/2018

19

12/17/2018

20

12/17/2018

www.AberdeenGrowthPlan.com

21

Appendix 4
MAP ATLAS (11"X 17" maps)

Appendix 5

Benchmarking Aberdeen’s
Competitiveness:
How does Aberdeen compare to other cities?

Aberdeen also scores well in recent per capita income, average weekly wages for most
industries, neighborhood livability, lower commute time, lower transportation cost, lower
housing cost burden, lower median rent, and higher retail sales than most of the cities.
The city does have a higher unemployment rate than six of the peer cities, ranks lower than most
of the peer cities in overall health scores.
Aberdeen’s age profile differs significantly from many of the cities in that It has the second
highest rate of seniors (22.2%) and one of the lower rates (16.4%) of children.

ABERDEEN AND PEER CITIES
1
2
3
4

Aberdeen SD
Brookings SD
Huron SD
Mitchell SD

5
6
7
8

Benchmarking Aberdeen - 2018

Watertown SD
Willmar MN
Bozeman MT
Helena MT

9 Jamestown ND
10 Kearney NE
11 Laramie WY

HUMAN CAPITAL
The initial theme area of this study is human capital.
Included is consideration of current population,
population growth, age, income, housing size,
education achievement, income and civic
engagement.

City Population
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD

2016
Population
Estimate

Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE

Population
The population of a city is one of the key indicators
for any human capital assessment. This study
benchmarks Aberdeen to 10 other cities. They range
in size from Huron with a population of 13,117 to
Bozeman with a population of 42,250.
Population Growth 2010 - 2016
Population growth is measured by using the Census
ASC average (2010-2016) population growth rate for
each city. Three m a i n factors affect population
growth rate of a city: birth rate, death rate and net
migration. Birth rate is defined as the number of live
births per thousand of population annually. Death
rate is then the number of deaths per one
thousand people per year. Lastly, net migration is
calculated as the total number of immigrants less the
annual number of emigrants.
These growth rates are a snapshot in time. Of the
cities included in this study, the two Montana cities
experienced the greatest growth; Aberdeen was
close. Jamestown ND experienced 0.1% growth and
Wilmer recorded a -0.1% decline.
Age
Two key indicators of a city’s growth potential are the
extent of people over 65 years old and those under
18. A city’s population under 18 is important looking
to the future. Together these groups comprise a city’s
dependency ratio, reflecting those who generally do
not support economic growth and require support.
The peer cities average 15.7% persons over 65 and
18.4% persons under 18. Aberdeen’s percentages are
notable. It has the second highest rate of seniors
(22.2%) and one of the lower rates (16.4%) of children.
By comparison, 24.2% of Watertown SD’s population is
under 18 and 15.4% is over 65.

Population
2010 census

Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0

20,000

40,000

60,000

US Census, ASC 2016

Population Growth 2010-2016
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
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Age
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0%
US Census,2010
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Income
Household income includes the income of the
householder and all other people 15 years and
older in the household, whether they are related to
the householder, or not. This metric is based on the
2015 and 2016 American Community Surveys.
Median household income varies for households of
different age groups. Nationally, households
maintained by householders aged 45 to 64 had the
highest median household income, followed by
those with householders aged 25 to 44 and those
with householders aged 65 and older. Householders
under age 25 had the lowest median household
income3.

Median Household Income
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
$0

Median household incomes range from a low of
$40,240 in Laramie WY to a high of $52,288.
Aberdeen’s median household income of $46,330
lies in the middle of the income range and just
below the group’s average of $46,853.
Recent Per Capita Income
Per capita income measures the average income
per person in a given year for a specified year, in
this case the year 2016. Helena MT has a per capita
income of $30,369 and the rest range from lows in
Huron SD ($22,883) and Laramie WY ($22,404) to
$49,086 in Jamestown ND. Aberdeen’s per capita
income for 2016 was $26,669.

$20,000

$40,000

US Census, ASC 2016

Recent Per Capita Income
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN

Household Size
The characteristics and size of a city’s households
are important elements in projecting housing
needs. Household size typically reflects a
community’s character. Younger, family-oriented
communities have higher number of persons per
household than senior-oriented communities.
Persons per household estimates (2012-2016) show
Aberdeen with 2.24 persons per household and the
other cities averaging 2.3. Jamestown has the
lowest (2.01) and Brookings has the highest (2.33).

ABERDEEN SD
$0

$10,000$20,000$30,000

US Census, ASC 2016

Household Size
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0.00 0.50 1.00 1.50 2.00 2.50

3

Household Income: 2016 American Community
Survey Briefs, September 2017
Benchmarking Aberdeen - 2018

US Census, ASC 2016

High School Graduation Rate

Education
Education is a key component of human capital.
There are different indicators that can be compared
to understand the position of a city regarding
education.

Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD

One important metric is high school graduation rate.
The national graduation rate is 75%.

Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT

Except for Willmar MN which has a high school
graduation rate of 64.5%, percentages for Aberdeen
and the peer cities are within 10 percentage points,
ranging from 82% in Jamestown ND and Huron SD to
Brookings SD with 92%. Aberdeen has a completion
rate of 84%.

Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
AARP Livability Index

Since all the peer cities, except Huron SD, have a
university or college, the percentage of population (25
years old and older) with bachelor ’s degree was used
as a comparable metric.

Population with a Bachelor
Degree or Higher
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD

These universities or colleges range in size from
Montana State University to small local colleges.
Bozeman, Laramie and Brookings have the highest
university or college enrollment; they also have the
percentage of population with a bachelor ’s degree.

Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND

Aberdeen, with a total university and college
enrollment of about 4,500 students, ranks 5th in college
enrollment and 6th in population with a bachelor’s
degree or higher.

Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
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City
ABERDEEN SD
Willmar MN
Bozeman MT
Helena MT
Jamestown ND
Kearney NE

University or
College
Northern State
Presentation
Ridewater
College

Enrollment

City

3,611
821

Brookings SD
Huron SD

5,221
Watertown SD

Montana State

16,703

Carroll College

1,500

Helena College
U of Jamestown
U NE Kearney

1,600
928

Enrollment data from the universities and colleges
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5,056

Mitchell SD

Laramie WY

University or
College
SD State
n/a

Enrollment
12,613

Lake Area Tech

2,400

Mt Marty
College branch
Dakota
Wesleyan
Mitchell Tech
U WY
Laramie County
Community
College

less than
100
996
1,203
12,627
4,399

Civic Organizations per 10,000 Population

Civic Engagement
Two metrics measured civic engagement, voting
rates and the number of civic organizations. This data
is derived from the AARP Livability Index.
Civic Organizations
This metric addresses the number of civic, social,
religious, political, and business organizations4 per
10,000 people: measured at the county scale, higher
values are better. Aberdeen, with its 15 organizations
per 10,000 populations, has the same number as the
average for these cities. Huron SD has the highest
number with 20 organizations; Bozeman MT has the
lowest with 11 organizations.

Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
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Voting Rate
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE

Voting Rates
Like the number of civic organizations, voting rates
vary among these cities. Aberdeen’s voting rate, as
posted in the last census, is 57.9%, slightly less than the
58.7% average of these cities. Helena MT has a
recorded 69% voting rate.

Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0%
AARP Livability Index

4

Cultural institutions with paid staff, not volunteer-run organizations.
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20%

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
A total of nine metrics was used to benchmark how
Aberdeen compares to its peer cities with respect to
doing business. They include:
• Unemployment
• Labor participation
• Jobs per Worker
• Wages
• # of firms per 100 persons
• Retail sales
Data is included in the Appendix for these and other
related metrics.

Dec 2017 Unemployment Rates
County-Level Data
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD

Unemployment
The unemployment rate of a city is calculated as a
percentage by dividing the number of unemployed
individuals who are looking for a paid job by all
individuals currently in the labor force. For these cities,
rates are available on a county-wide basis. The
average unemployment rate for these cities is 3.1%.
Aberdeen’s rate of 3.4% is a bit higher. The lowest rate
among these cities is Jamestown’s 2.1%; the highest is
Watertown’s 3.7%.
Labor Participation
Labor participation is measured by calculating the
labor participation rate which represents the
percentage of working-age individuals that are
currently employed or unemployed but looking for a
job. Understanding labor participation is important as it
shows the city’s production capability and job market
trends.

0.0%

4.0%

Labor Participation Rate
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0%

Leading this ranking is Kearney NE with a 74.8% labor
participation rate. Very closely, in second place, is
Bozeman MT with a rate of 74.2%.

US Census, ASC 2016

Aberdeen is in the middle of the ranking, with 68.7%.
The labor participation rate is closely related to the
dependency ratio mentioned above.

Laramie WY

Jobs per Worker
Mitchell SD stands out in the AARP Livability Index. With
its .99 score it is not only higher than any of the other
cities, but it is higher than the US average of .75 jobs per
person. Aberdeen has a .84 score

2.0%

US Census, ASC 2016
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Jobs per Worker
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0
AARP Livability Index
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Average Weekly Wages
Benchmark data for wages is a snapshot
from 2017, Quarter 2. As indicated in the
tables, data for each city represents the
data available for the related county.
Except for construction services, wages
for Aberdeen are higher than peer city
averages. For details see the Appendix.

Industry

Avg.
Wages

Aberdeen
Wages

Difference

All

$734

$759

+3.5%

$915

$888

-5.4%

$783

$886

+13.1%

$881

$894

+1.5%

Construction
Services
Educational +
Health Services
Professional +
Business Services
US Census, ASC 2016

All Industries

Average Weekly Wages
County-Level Data
Laramie WY

Educational and Health Services

Average Weekly Wages

County-Level Data
Laramie WY

Mitchell SD

Mitchell SD
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Watertown SD
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Huron SD

Brookings SD

Brookings SD

Kearney NE
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Construction Services

Professional and Business Services

County-Level Data

County-Level Data

Average Weekly Wages

Average Weekly Wages
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Existing Businesses
This metric reflects a city’s economic vitality and
entrepreneurship. Bozeman MT ranks highest at 17.7
businesses per 100 persons. Helena MT and Mitchell
SD both have about 13.5 business per 100 persons.
The others, including Aberdeen are significantly
lower. Jamestown ND and Brookings SD have the
lowest with almost eight businesses per 100
population; Aberdeen has 9.2 business per 100
population.

# of Firms per 100 Population
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
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Retail Sales Per Capita

Retail Sales
Many factors contribute to this metric including
disposable income and location. Among these cities,
the average retail sales per capita was $24,538

Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
$0
US Census, ASC 2016

As the chart indicates, Mitchell SD had the highest
total ($32,687) and Brookings SD had the lowest
($15,471).
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LIVABILITY
The livability of a city is generally referred to as the sum
of the factors that add up to a community’s quality of
life. Livability rankings typically use data such as
public safety, education and health statistics,
sanitation standards, global access, and
expenditures on city services. Livability in this study
refers to the characteristics of the city that influence
the overall well-being of the community. The
Appendix includes all the AARP’s scores. Scores for
overall livability and “neighborhoods” don’t vary much.
Neighborhoods
Aberdeen’s overall score of 54 ranked above the
average of 52 among the peer cities in the AARP’s
“Neighborhood” category which they define as
“Access to Life, Work and Play.” Data from their index is
included in the Appendix. Aberdeen’s position reflects
its low crime rate compared to other cities.
Another element to consider - five of the peer cities,
Laramie WY, Watertown and Brookings SD, Bozeman
and Helena MT are designated as bicycle-friendly
communities by the League of American Bicyclists.5

Neighborhood Ranking
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE
Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
AARP Livability Index 0
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Housing Cost Burden
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE

Housing Cost Burden
Housing cost and choice are often cited as a
challenge in Aberdeen. The AARP Study includes
“Housing Cost Burden” as a metric. The metric reflects
the percentage of income spent on housing. The lower
the percentage, the lower the cost burden. Both the
average housing cost burden rate among the cities
and Aberdeen’s rate 13.1%.
Of the cities compared in this metric, Bozeman MT has
the highest housing cost burden with residents spending
16.1% on housing; second is Watertown SD with 15.2%.
The housing cost burden for Brookings SD (4.6%) is
significantly lower than the others.
Median Gross Rent
According to the Census, gross rent is the contract rent
plus the estimated average monthly cost of utilities
(electricity, gas, and water and sewer) and fuels if
these are paid by or for the renter.
The highest median gross rent, $901, is recorded for
Bozeman MT for the period 2012-2016. Huron SD has the

Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT
Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
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Median Gross Rent
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ABERDEEN SD
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bikeleague.org
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lowest with a median gross rent of $569 and most
cities show rents in the $600’s. The average
median gross rent for the peer cities was $698, and
Aberdeen’s was $616.

Availability of Multi-Family Housing
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD

Availability of Multi-Family Housing
Single-family is the dominate residential type in most
of the peer cities. Construction of multi-family homes
has increased in recent years.
Leading this ranking are three cities with large
university enrollments. In Bozeman MT, 58.8% of its
units are multi-family, Laramie WY has 55.8% and
Brookings SD has 49.7%. Aberdeen is in the middle of
the ranking, with its rate of 35.1%. Jamestown ND has
only 12.2% multi-family, the lowest rate among these
cities.
Health
Health-related considerations are an important
aspect of any livability assessment. There are
multiple qualitative and quantitative methods used
to evaluate the health care system of any city. This
benchmarking study uses the AARP Study metrics to
reflect the health of the peer cities. Total scores are
shown for each city. The higher the score the better.
Compared to the other cities, Aberdeen‘s score of 45
reflects a higher rate of people who smoke regularly,
people who are obese, preventable hospitalizations
as well as the city’s lower rate of people with access
to exercise opportunities and patient satisfaction
rates.
Safety
The livability of a city can be seriously impacted by
the level of crime in the city. Recorded crimes are
generally divided between violent crimes and
property crime. Typically records of violent crimes
include murder, rape, robbery and assault. Included in
property crimes are burglary, theft, motor vehicle
theft. The metric used to compare cities was
registered crimes per 10,000 people.
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Overall Health Score
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Crimes per 10,000 People
Laramie WY
Mitchell SD
Watertown SD
Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE

Of the cities studied, Huron SD is the best performer
with the lowest crime rate at 21 reported crimes per
10,000 people. Brookings SD also posted a low rate
with its 82 crimes per 10,000 people. The rate for
Aberdeen was 174 crimes per 10,000 people.
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Helena MT
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Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
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AARP Livability Index
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Walk Scores
Walk Scores (www.walkscore.com) data measures
walkability on a scale from 0 to 100 based on walking
routes to destinations such as grocery stores, schools,
parks, restaurants, and retail. The scores are often
used as a benchmark prior to an increased local
connectivity emphasis; they do not however, address
whether there are safe, convenient pedestrian or
bicycle facilities to reach these destinations.
The average Walk Scores for Aberdeen is 35. Within
the city, scores range from a high of 72 (very
walkable) in downtown to single digits (car
dependent) on the outskirts of the city. By
comparison, Helena and Bozeman MT have overall6
Walk Scores of 49 and 50.

6

See Appendix
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GEOGRAPHY
City Size
City

Size

City

Size

ABERDEEN SD
Willmar MN
Bozeman MT
Helena MT
Jamestown ND
Kearney NE

15.50
14.15
19.12
16.35
12.83
12.77

Brookings SD
Huron SD
Watertown SD
Mitchell SD
Laramie WY

12.94
9.48
17.45
11.14
17.74

US Census, ASC 2016

City geographic sizes range from Huron’s 9.48 square
miles to Bozeman’s 19.12 square miles. Aberdeen’s
15.50 square miles is close to the peer city average of
14.4 square miles.
Location
As mentioned in the introduction, location of a city
was a significant filer in its selection as a peer city.
• No city is within a major metropolitan area
• None have tourism as a major focus
• All are surrounded by rural areas and many of
these are farming areas
• Eight of the peer cities are on Interstate Highways
• One of the peer cities, Helena MT, is a capital city
• Some cities have vibrant downtowns; others have
struggling downtowns
Density
Often, a community is characterized by the density of
its residential areas. Density and the intensity/
concentration of non-residential uses is a key
component in developing a community’s
transportation network.
The density of Aberdeen varies from areas close to
downtown and areas on the city’s edges. The US
Census addresses density in its persons per square
miles data. Aberdeen has recorded a total of about
1,700 persons per square mile. Kearney NE is the
densest with a total of about 2,410 persons per
square mile. In contrast, Jamestown ND is the least
dense of these cities.
When, in the AARP Livability Index, jobs are added to
the density metric, the results are different. Laramie
WY is the densest, but Jamestown ND, Watertown SD
and Huron SD are the least dense.
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Mean Travel Time (minutes)
Laramie WY

This study theme includes the mean travel time,
transportation costs and crash data.

Mitchell SD
Watertown SD

Transportation Network
Unlike Aberdeen, eight of the peer cities are on
Interstate Highways:
ABERDEEN SD
Willmar MN
Bozeman MT
Helena MT
Jamestown ND
Kearney NE

n/a
n/a
I-90
I-15
I-94
I-80

Brookings SD
Huron SD
Watertown SD
Mitchell SD
Laramie WY

Huron SD
Brookings SD
Kearney NE

I-29
n/a
I-29
I-90
I-80

Jamestown ND
Helena MT
Bozeman MT

These locations add to the cities’ economic potential.
Mean Travel Time
Aberdeen’s 11-minute commuting time is the lowest
among the cities. Bozeman MT and Watertown SD
have the longest commutes with about 13 minutes.
All these times are lower than the average travel time
to work in the United States of 25.4 minutes,
"When you look at Americans' day-to-day activity
... the top two things we hate the most on a dayto-day basis is, No. 1: housework and No. 2: the
daily commute in our cars. In fact, if you can cut
an hourlong commute each way out of your life,
it's the [happiness] equivalent of making up an
extra $40,000 a year if you're at the $50- to
$60,000 level.”7

Willmar MN
ABERDEEN SD
0

5

10

15

US Census, ASC 2016

Household Transportation Cost
Laramie WY
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Transportation Costs
Transportation costs are second only to housing for US
households. Nationally, travel costs are $10,791.
Household transportation costs vary among the cities
with Aberdeen’s at $10,072. Brookings SD has the
highest costs at $10,683.
Crash Rates
According to the AARP Livability Index,
Aberdeen has the lowest crash rate
among the cities, with 1.4 fatal crashes
per 100,000 people per year. This rate is
approximately 12% of the Jamestown ND
and Helena MT totals. Because this chart
was so remarkable, another source was
developed from National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration county-level data.
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Thrive, Finding Happiness the Blue Zones Way
by Dan Buettner
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Appendix 6
HISTORIC RESOURCES

HISTORIC RESOURCES
`HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Aberdeen Commercial Historic District
Added 1988
1--523 S. Main St
Historic Significance:

Architecture/Engineering

Architect, builder, or
engineer:
Architectural Style:

Fossum, George, Ellerbe & Co.

Area of Significance:

Late 19th And Early 20th Century American
Movements, Classical Revival, Late 19th and 20th
Century Revivals
Architecture

Period of Significance:

1925-1949, 1900-1924, 1875-1899

Highlands Historic District
Added 1975

Both sides of N. Main from 12th to 15th Ave. NE,
Historic Significance:

Event, Architecture/Engineering

Architect, builder, or
engineer:
Architectural Style:

Unknown
Prairie School, Other, Colonial Revival

Area of Significance:

Architecture, Commerce

Period of Significance:

1925-1949, 1900-1924

Owner:

Private

Historic Function:

Domestic

Historic Sub-function:

Single Dwelling

Current Function:

Domestic

Current Sub-function:

Single Dwelling

Aberdeen Historic District
Added 1975
Also known as Hagerty and Lloyd Historic District
Both sides of 3rd--6th Aves. and Jay, Kline and Arch Sts
Historic Significance:

Event, Architecture/Engineering

Architect, builder, or
engineer:

Freed, Ursa Louis, Van Meter, E.W., Fossum, George

Architectural Style:

Colonial Revival, Italianate, Queen Anne

Area of Significance:

Community Planning and Development, Architecture

Period of Significance:

1925-1949, 1900-1924, 1875-1899

Owner:

Local, Private

Historic Function:

Domestic, Education, Religion

Historic Sub-function:

Religious Structure, School, Single Dwelling

Current Function:

Commerce/Trade, Domestic, Education, Religion

Current Sub-function:

Financial Institution, Multiple Dwelling, Religious
Structure, School, Single Dwelling, Specialty Store
HISTORIC PLACES

Name on the Register

Image

Aberdeen Address

Aberdeen Commercial Historic
District

1-523 South Main Street

Aberdeen Highlands Historic
District

Both sides of North Main from 12th to 15th
Avenue, N.E.

Aberdeen Historic District

Both sides of 3rd-6th Avenues and Jay,
Kline, and Arch Streets

Brown County Courthouse

First Avenue

Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul
and Pacific Railroad Depot

Main Street and Railroad Avenue

Dakota Farmer Building

1216 South Main Street

Easton's Castle

1210 Second Avenue, N.W.

John H. Firey House

418 South Arch Street

First United Methodist Church

S. Lincoln St. and SE. 5th Ave.

Foght-Murdy House

1403 S. Main St.

Margaret and Maurice Lamont
House

515 S. Arch St.

Masonic Temple

503 S. Main St.

McGregor House

621 S. Kline St.

Minneapolis and St. Louis
Railroad Depot

1100 S. Main St.

Simmons House

1408 S. Main St.

US Post Office and CourthouseAberdeen

102 Forth Avenue, S.E.

Alonzo Ward Hotel

104 South Main Street

Gustav and Mary Werth House

1502 North Dakota Street

Western Union Building

21-23 South Main Street

Wylie Park Pavilion

North of Aberdeen
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INTERSECTION STUDIES

Aberdeen Intersection Studies
Traffic operations and safety analysis at
three intersections in Aberdeen as part of the
Aberdeen Comprehensive Plan.

November 9, 2018

Prepared for:
City of Aberdeen, South Dakota

Prepared by:
Peggy Harter, PE
Miguel Andrews, PE
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

Stantec has completed a traffic operations and safety study for the City of Aberdeen, South Dakota to evaluate three
intersections and recommend improvements as part of the Aberdeen Comprehensive Plan. The study intersections,
summarized below, were chosen by the consultant and project steering committee based on historic crash data and
public input.
•
•
•

E Melgaard Road and S Lawson Street
Dakota Street and 1st Avenue SE
8th Avenue NW and Old 281 (5th Avenue NW)

The traffic analysis and recommended improvements for each intersection are addressed in three separate sections
of the report. The scope of the study included data collection (traffic counts, peak hour observations), capacity
analysis (LOS, queuing), traffic control warrants (signal warrants, all-way stop, roundabouts), traffic signal timing (if
applicable), and suggested improvements with high level estimates. Figure 1 shows the location of the three study
intersections.

Figure 1: Location Map

Site visits at each intersection were conducted on April 10th, 11th and 12, 2018. Data collection included: turning
movement counts, peak period observations, intersection geometrics, sign inventory, and photos. Existing traffic
volumes were factored to the 30th highest hourly volumes (30HV) using seasonal factors and historic traffic data. The
30HV for an urban area such as Aberdeen typically occurs during an afternoon period in the peak month of the year.
Factoring counts to the 30HV ensures that typical peak conditions are represented for operations and design.
Historical crash data was obtained from the South Dakota Department of Transportation’s (SDDOT’s) Intersection
Crash Mapping Tool for the five-year period between January 1st, 2013 to December 31st, 2017. Average Daily
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Traffic (ADT) volumes were obtained from SDDOT’s traffic volume maps. Traffic analysis was performed using
Synchro/SimTraffic using methods outlined in the Highway Capacity Manual (HCM2010).
Future volumes (2040) were created by interpolating between 20-year and 25-year growth factors developed by the
SDDOT Inventory Management Office to determine a 22-year factor for the year 2040. The 22-year factor of 1.324
was then applied to the existing volumes. SDDOT growth factors by facility type are summarized in Table 1.
Table 1: SDDOT Growth Factors
Area/facility Type

20year

25year

30year

35year

Rural
Arterials/Collectors/Locals

1.304

1.375

1.450

1.525

1.375

1.450

1.525

Urban
1.290
Arterials/Collectors/Locals
Source: SDDOT 2012 Growth Factors
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2.0

INTERSECTION 1 – E MELGAARD RD & S LAWSON ST

The intersection of E Melgaard Road (CR19) and S Lawson Street was chosen for further study by the City
of Aberdeen due to citizen complaints about excessive waiting on the minor street during the morning and afternoon
peak periods.

2.1

EXISTING CONDITIONS

2.1.1

Intersection Geometry

East Melgaard Road (CR19) and S Lawson Street is a four-legged two-way stop control intersection at the
southern limits of the City of Aberdeen, South Dakota. E Melgaard Road (CR19) is a two-lane divided (12-foot-wide
two-way left-turn lane) urban minor arterial with a posted speed limit of 30mph near the intersection. S Lawson Street
is a two-lane undivided local roadway with a posted speed limit of 25 mph. Sidewalks and curb ramps are provided
on the north side of E Melgaard Road and a marked crosswalk is provided on the west leg of the intersection.
Surrounding land uses include multi-family residential, commercial, and industrial. The lane configuration of the
intersection is shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: E Melgaard & S Lawson - Lane Configuration
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2.1.2

Traffic Operations

Thirteen-hour turning movement counts and peak period observations were performed at the study
intersection. Existing traffic volumes are shown in Figure 3. Photos taken from all legs of the intersection are included
in Appendix B. The morning peak occurred between 7:15-8:15 AM and the evening peak from 4:45-5:45 PM.

Figure 3: E Melgaard & S Lawson - Existing Traffic Volumes 2018 AM(PM)
The Synchro model was calibrated using peak hour factors, truck percentages, and queues observed in the
field. The northbound and southbound minor approaches operate at LOS E and LOS C during the AM and PM peaks
respectively. LOS E for the northbound minor street suggests that significant queuing occurs and there are
insufficient gaps of a suitable size for minor-street vehicles to cross or enter through traffic on the mainline. A high
proportion of left-turns on the northbound and southbound approaches results in longer delays. LOS E could also
mean that drivers on the northbound approach would accept smaller than usual gaps which could reduce safety. LOS
C for the southbound minor approach suggests regular queueing occurs with drivers experiencing some delay in
completing their movement during peak periods.
Field observations confirmed average queues of 2-3 vehicles and maximum queues of 8-10 vehicles on
minor approaches during the peak periods. Observations confirmed one instance of a transit bus waiting over 5
minutes to find a suitable gap for making a southbound left-turn during the AM peak. Overall, during the AM peak, the
northbound approach performed below the minimum acceptable LOS D and the southbound approach operated at
the desired LOS C.
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Table 2: E Melgaard Rd & S Lawson St Existing 2018 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
HCM Control
Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Appr.
LOS

95-%ile
Queue (veh)

Left

8.2(8.6)

A(A)

A(A)

0.22(0.13)

Left

9.9(8.1)

A(A)

A(A)

0.05(0.05)

Left

37.7(21.6)

E(C)

ThruRight

31.9(16.9)

D(C)

Left

35.2(17.7)

E(C)

ThruRight

17.5(20.2)

C(C)

Appr.

Mov.

EB
WB

NB

SB

2.1.3

1.79(0.49)
E(C)

0.92(0.39)
1.24(0.38)

C(C)

1.18(1.49)

Historic Crash Data Analysis

Crash data was obtained from SDDOT’s Intersection Crash Mapping Tool for the period January 1st, 2013
through December 31st, 2017. There was a slight increase in the number of crashes per year along the corridor for
the analysis period as shown in Table 2. Five of eight crashes (63%) occurred during the AM peak period, while two
of eight (25%) percent of collisions occurred during the PM peak period.
Table 3: Number of Crashes by Year (2013-2017)
Crashes by Year
Location
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
E Melgaard @ S Lawson

1

1

2

1

Total

3

8

A total of eight crashes were recorded with the predominant crash type being rear-end crashes (50%), followed by
crashes involving bicycles (25%).
Table 4: Number of Crashes by Type (2013-2017)
Crashes by Type
Location
E Melgaard @ S Lawson

Rear-End

LeftTurn

RightAngle

Bicycle

Total

4

1

1

2

8

In terms of severity, three ‘injury’ and five ‘property-damage-only’ crashes were recorded with two of three injury
crashes involving bicycles.
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Table 5: Number of Crashes by Severity (2013-2017)
Crashes by Type
Location/Facility
ABC K-Fatal
O-PDO
Injury
E Melgaard @ S Lawson
0
3
5

Total
8

Contributing factors to crashes were identified and possible countermeasures highlighted to address the predominant
crash type at the intersection.
Table 6: Contributing Factors
Crash Pattern
Angled

-

Rear-end

-

Possible Causes
Excessive Speed on
approaches
Inadequate traffic control
devices
Excessive Speed on
approaches
Lack of adequate gaps
Slippery Surface

Potential Countermeasures
Install Traffic Signal

-

Enforcement
Improve pavement friction
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2.2

NO-BUILD

2.2.1

Future Volumes

Future traffic volumes with the applied growth factor are shown in Figure 4.

Figure 4: E Melgaard & S Lawson - Future Volumes 2018 AM(PM)

2.2.2

Traffic Operations – No-Build (2040)

In the future scenario, operational deficiencies present in the existing analysis are expected to worsen with
delays on northbound and southbound approaches around 5 minutes per vehicle during the AM peak. 95th percentile
queues on S Lawson Street are expected to be between 12-15 vehicles which would extend outside of the
intersection functional area blocking adjacent driveways and upstream intersections. Safety could be reduced due to
drivers accepting smaller than usual gaps in mainline traffic. The westbound left-turn movement along E Melgaard
Road is also expected to degrade to LOS B due to less gaps in mainline traffic.
Results of the future analysis are summarized in Table 6. Overall, doing nothing would result in significant
increases in delay and queuing on the northbound and southbound minor approaches during peak periods.
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Table 7: E Melgaard Rd & S Lawson St No-Build 2040 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

Mov.

HCM Control Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Appr.
LOS

95-%ile
Queue (veh)

EB

Left

8.7(9.3)

A(A)

A(A)

0.34(0.22)

WB

Left

11.3(8.5)

B(A)

A(A)

0.08(0.08)

Left

151.8(46.2)

F(E)

NB

SB

5.76(1.47)
E(F)

ThruRight

91.5(27.1)

F(D)

Left

142.6(26.1)

F(D)

2.93(0.94)
4.32(0.83)
E(F)

ThruRight

41.9(52.3)

F(F)

3.89(4.88)
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2.3

ALTERNATIVE 1 - TRAFFIC SIGNAL CONTROL

2.3.1

Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis

A traffic signal warrant analysis was performed to determine the feasibility of installing a traffic signal at the E
Melgaard Rd and S Lawson St intersection according to the guidelines of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD) Chapter 4C. The following warrants were analyzed:
•
•
•

Warrant 1 – Eight-Hour Vehicular Volume
Warrant 2 – Four-Hour Vehicular Volume
Warrant 3 – Peak Hour Volume

The warrant analysis focused on Warrants 1, 2, and 3 using existing, future short-term (2021), and future long-term
(2040) volumes. The remainder of warrants were not reviewed since they do not apply or there was insufficient data
to perform adequate analysis. A summary of the warrants is shown in Table 7.
Table 8: MUTCD Signal Warrant Analysis Results Summary: E Melgaard Rd & S Lawson St
Forecast
Forecast
Existing
Year 2018
Year 2021 Conditions
Year 2040 Conditions*
Conditions
MUTCD
Hours
Warrant
Required
Warrant
Warrant
Warrant
Hours
Hours
Hours
Met?
Met?
Met?
Met
Met
Met
(Yes or No)
(Yes or No)
(Yes or No)
#1A

8

0

No

0

No

0

No

#1B

8

0

No

0

No

2

No

#1C

8

0

No

0

No

0

No

#2

4

0

No

0

No

0

No

#3

1

0

No

0

No

0

No

Signal warrants were not met for existing, short-term future, or long-term future traffic volumes. However, it is worth
noting that as of 2018, there is residential development still occurring along S Lawson Street that when fully built-out
could result in higher turning volumes on the northbound minor approach during the AM and PM peaks.

2.3.2

Traffic Operations

While MUTCD signal warrants were not met, installation of a traffic control signal at the intersection would
improve traffic operations by reducing delay for the northbound and southbound minor street approaches. Additional
delay would be introduced to the mainline, but it would still operate at the desired LOS C or better for urban minor
arterials. However, it is worth noting that E Melgaard’s eastbound thru-right movement showed a SimTraffic reported
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95th percentile queue of 754’ with an Upstream Blk Time of 11%. This suggests that the eastbound thru-right
approach has the potential to affect the upstream intersection at Melody Lane during the AM peak hour.
Installing a signal would have a mixed effect on safety as on one hand there would be an increase in the
number of rear-end crashes, on the other, improved safety and less delay for pedestrians and bicyclists. The results
of the signalized capacity analysis are outlined in Table 8.
Table 9: E Melgaard Rd & S Lawson St Alternative 1 2040 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

EB

WB

NB

SB

Mov.

HCM Control Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

16.1(23.4)

B(B)

95-%ile
Queue (ft)
48(34)

C(C)

ThruRight

32.7(16.4)

C(C)

Left

34.1(19.1)

C(C)

754(259)
11(15)
B(B)

ThruRight

12.3(18.6)

B(B)

Left-

21.2(17.1)

C(C)

178(316)
24(35)
C(C)

ThruRight

23.6(19.1)

C(C)

Left-

21.0(17.0)

C(C)

ThruRight

Appr.
LOS

57(30)
24(32)
C(C)

26.1(21.2)

C(C)

57(65)
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2.4

ALTERNATIVE 2 – SIGNAL AND ADDITIONAL THROUGH LANES

Increasing the number of through lanes along E Melgaard would improve signalized operations to LOS B or better
during the AM and PM peaks. Queuing issues along the east-west approaches highlighted for Alternative 1 would be
improved. Additional through lanes under an unsignalized option would result in similar performance as the No-Build
scenario. The results of the capacity analysis are outlined in Table 9.
Table 10: E Melgaard Rd & S Lawson St Alternative 2 2040 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

EB

WB

NB

SB

2.5

Mov.

HCM Control Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

13.9(17.0)

B(B)

95-%ile
Queue (ft)
47(32)

B(B)

ThruRight

15.2(13.8)

B(B)

Left

17.3(15.0)

B(B)

189(103)
2(15)
B(B)

ThruRight

11.4(14.5)

B(B)

Left-

16.9(12.9)

B(B)

48(120)
23(31)
B(B)

ThruRight

19.1(14.6)

B(B)

Left-

16.7(12.8)

B(B)

ThruRight

Appr.
LOS

9(27)
21(29)
C(B)

21.1(16.2)

C(B)

7(60)

SUMMARY OF ISSUES

Traffic operations analysis, safety analysis, and peak hour observations highlighted the following issues at the
intersection of E Melgaard Road and S Lawson Street:
•
•

•
•

Existing analysis shows that the northbound approach operates at an unacceptable LOS E during the AM
peak. The southbound left-turn also operates at LOS E.
No-Build analysis shows that traffic demand on the northbound and southbound minor approaches exceed
capacity provided on those approaches during the AM and PM peak (LOS F). Analysis suggests that minor
street vehicles experience undue delay due to high major approach volumes causing a lack of gaps.
Historic crash data shows two bicycle crashes resulting in injuries were recorded in the five-year period
between 2013 to 2017.
Traffic operations at the intersection is expected to worsen considerably when 2040 future volumes are
considered, with over 5 minutes of delay per vehicle and very long queues on minor approaches.

11

2.6

RECOMMENDATIONS
Installation of a traffic control signal is not recommended in the near-term as it does not meet MUTCD traffic

signal warrants. In addition, queues from the signal in the eastbound direction would extend to the next upstream
intersection during the AM peak. Additional through lanes along the mainline approaches would reduce queuing
along the eastbound and westbound approaches. Turning traffic volumes from the minor street and crashes should
be monitored periodically as residential development continues to grow in South Aberdeen. Safety could be improved
for bicyclists by installing ‘share the road’ signs and pavement markings.
Traffic operations at the intersection of E Melgaard and S Lawson could be improved if signals at upstream
locations provide better organization of traffic flow allowing gaps in mainline traffic. It is recommended that a study be
conducted along the E Melgaard corridor to determine opportunities for improving traffic flow and access
management.
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3.0

INTERSECTION 2 – DAKOTA ST & 1ST AVE SE

The intersection of Dakota Street and 1st Avenue SE was chosen for further study by the City of Aberdeen
due to the high number of crashes at this location.

3.1

EXISTING CONDITIONS

3.1.1

Intersection Geometry

Dakota Street and 1st Avenue is a four-legged signalized intersection. Dakota Street and 1st Avenue are twolane undivided urban collectors with posted speeds of 25 mph near the intersection. Sidewalks, curb ramps, and
crosswalks are provided on all legs of the intersection. Surrounding land uses include commercial and industrial. The
intersection lane configuration is shown in Figure 2.

Figure 6:
Configuration
5: Lane
Dakota
Street & 1st Avenue - Lane Configuration
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3.1.2

Traffic Operations

Thirteen-hour turning movement counts and peak period observations were performed at the study
intersection. Existing volumes are shown in Figure 3. Photos taken from all legs of the intersection are included in
Appendix B. The AM peak occurred between 7:15-8:15 AM and the PM peak from 4:45-5:45 PM.

Figure 7: Dakota Street & 1st Avenue SE - Existing Traffic Volumes 2018 AM(PM)
Overall, each intersection approach operates at an acceptable LOS C or better. The eastbound and
westbound left-turn movement operates at the minimum acceptable LOS D during the PM peak which suggests that
drivers would experience increased queue with not all vehicles clearing in one cycle occasionally. The westbound
shared thru-right movement operates at LOS D during the AM peak. The eastbound and westbound approaches
operate at LOS D or better. The westbound left-turn movement operated at LOS E, which is typically marked by
considerable delays per vehicle and routine cycle failure. Overall, the intersection performed at the desired overall
LOS C.
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Table 11: Dakota Street & 1st Avenue SE Existing 2018 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

EB

WB

NB

SB

3.1.3

Mov.

Mov. Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

29.4(35.2)

C(D)

ThruRight

21.4(33.4)

C(C)

Left

24.6(40.5)

C(D)

Appr.
LOS

22.5(50.1)

C(C)

40.5(32.4)

D(C)

Left

12.4(10.6)

B(B)

78(183)
38(74)
C(C)
148(224)
24(20)
18.2(28.2)

ThruRight

15.1(22.1)

B(C)

Left

9.6(12.3)

A(B)

B(C)
125(243)
34(47)

34.6(16.7)
23.2(15.4)

95-%ile
Queue (ft)
14(41)

40.7(51.4)

ThruRight

ThruRight

Appr. Delay
(sec/veh)

C(B)

C(B)

213(188)

Historic Crash Data Analysis

The frequency of crashes at the intersection were stable over the five-year period.
Table 12: Number of Crashes by Year (2013-2017)
Location
Dakota Street @

1st

Avenue SE

Crashes by Year
2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Total

2

6

4

2

3
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The predominant crash type was rear-ends crashes (29%), followed by left-turn and right-angle crashes. In terms of
severity, there was one injury crash with the remainder being property damage only.
Table 13: Number of Crashes by Type (2013-2017)
Crashes by Type
Location

Dakota Street @ 1st Avenue SE

Rear-End

LeftTurn

RightAngle

Sideswi
pes

5

5

4

2

Ran
off
Road
1
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3.2

NO-BUILD

3.2.1

Traffic Operations – No-Build (2040)

In the future scenario, the intersection performs poorly with the eastbound, westbound, and northbound
approaches operating at LOS F during the PM peak. The available storage length of left-turn lanes would be
exceeded on all approaches during peak periods. Additionally, the capacity of shared through right movements would
be exceeded on the westbound, northbound, and southbound approaches. Operations at the intersection would be
characterized by significant delays and queuing. Future traffic volumes are shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8: Dakota Street & 1st Avenue SE - Future Traffic Volumes 2040 AM(PM)
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Table 14: Dakota Street & 1st Avenue SE No-Build 2040 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

EB

WB

NB

Mov.

Mov. Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

81.6(196.8)

F(F)

ThruRight

44.9(59.9)

D(E)

Left

58.8(368.8)

E(F)

Appr.
LOS

47.6(85.8)

D(F)

112.5(55.2)

F(E)

Left

87.6(22.2)

F(C)

207(1085)
176(236)

27.9(98.7)

C(F)

Left

19.5(118.2)

B(F)

SB

121(130)
D(F)
343(607)
134(150)
61.4(56.2)

69.5(34.9)

F(F)
1034(1329)

38.9(91.4)

ThruRight

95-%ile
Queue* (ft)
71(176)

104.9(127.6)

ThruRight

ThruRight
*SimTraffic

Appr. Delay
(sec/veh)

F(C)

E(E)
748(506)

3.3

ALTERNATIVE 1 – INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS

3.3.1

Intersection Improvements

To improve operations at the intersection, left-turn lanes could be extended on all approaches and turn lanes added
to each approach to accommodate right-turn movements. Delay to through movements could also be improved using
auxiliary through lanes.

3.3.2

Traffic Operations – Alternative 1

Installing dedicated right-turn lanes on each approach improves overall operations to desired LOS C. It is worth
noting that the westbound and southbound left-turns operate at the minimum acceptable LOS D during the PM peak.
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Table 15: Dakota Street & 1st Avenue SE Alternative 1 2040 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

EB

WB

NB

SB

3.4

Mov.

Mov. Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

30.4(30.6)

C(C)

Thru

20.8(28.1)

C(C)

Right

18.1(19.6)

B(B)

0(7)

Left

25.6(50.9)

C(D)

50(112#)

Thru

34.8(22.2)

C(C)

Right

18.7(21.4)

B(C)

13(28)

Left

14.9(27.0)

B(C)

29(30)

Thru

16.5(33.2)

B(C)

Right

12.3(14.6)

B(B)

0(19)

Left

10.9(46.5)

B(D)

43(117#)

Thru

28.8(30.2)

C(C)

Right

11.8(16.9)

B(B)

Appr. Delay
(sec/veh)

Appr.
LOS

95-%ile
Queue (ft)
19(53)

21.1(27.2)

31.2(28.6)

15.7(30.8)

23.8(33.5)

C(C)

C(C)

B(C)

C(C)

95(223)

177(183)

148(350)

231(273)
10(0)

SUMMARY OF ISSUES

Traffic operations analysis, safety analysis, and peak hour observations highlighted the following issues at the
intersection of Dakota Street and 1st Avenue SE:
•
•

•
•
•

Existing analysis shows that the eastbound and westbound permissive left-turns operate at LOS D during
the PM peak.
No-Build analysis shows that the intersection would operate at the minimum acceptable LOS D. However,
eastbound, northbound, and westbound approaches would degrade to LOS F which would result in long
queues and consistent cycle failure.
Historic crash data does not show a safety issue over the five-year period between 2013 to 2017.
Traffic operations at the intersection is expected to worsen when 2040 future volumes are considered.
Eastbound, westbound, and southbound left-turns would be the critical movements to consider.
Traffic operations would be improved by adding dedicated right-turn lanes or auxiliary through lanes. To
accommodate additional lanes, the width of the existing lanes may need to be considered for reduction and
there may be impacts to adjacent properties.
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3.5

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that traffic operations and safety continue to be monitored. The addition of dedicated right-turn
lanes or auxiliary through lanes be considered with any future programmed improvements at the intersection.
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4.0

INTERSECTION 3 – 5TH AVENUE NW AND 8TH AVENUE NW

The intersection of 8th Avenue NW and 5th Avenue NW was chosen for further study by the City of Aberdeen
due to complicated geometrics and a history of severe crashes. It was assessed whether a roundabout would be a
suitable form of control for the intersection.

4.1

EXISTING CONDITIONS

4.1.1

Intersection Geometry

The study intersection of 5th Avenue NW and 8th Avenue NW is a four-legged, signalized intersection near
the western City of Aberdeen limits. Near the intersection, 5th Avenue NW is a north-south four-lane divided urban
minor arterial with a posted speed limit of 50 mph. The mainline, 5th Avenue NW serves downtown Aberdeen as well
as residential traffic from developments in northwest Aberdeen. Access to 5th Avenue NW is mostly limited to minor
arterials, collectors, and local roadways but there is direct access to commercial businesses (Best Western Ramkota
Hotel and Village Bowl) just north of the intersection and within the intersection functional area. There are exclusive
left-turn lanes and protected left-turn phases along both mainline approaches. There is a shared left-through lane
along the westbound approach and an exclusive left-turn lane along the eastbound approach. Lane configuration is
shown in Figure 8. The intersection is on a 30-degree skew.

Figure 9: 5th Avenue & 8th Avenue Existing Lane Configuration
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4.1.2

Traffic Operations

Thirteen-hour turning movement counts and peak period observations were performed at the study
intersection. Traffic counts were factored to the 30th highest hourly volumes (30HV) using seasonal factors and
historic traffic data. Existing volumes are shown in Figure 10. Photos taken from all legs of the intersection are
included in Appendix B. The morning peak occurred between 7:15-8:15 AM and the evening peak from 4:45-5:45 PM.

Figure 10: 5th Avenue & 8th Avenue - Existing Traffic Volumes 2018 AM(PM)
Capacity analysis was performed using Synchro 10, which implements capacity analysis of signalized
intersections according to the Highway Capacity Manual 2010 Edition (HCM 2010). The model was calibrated using
peak hour factors, truck percentages, and field observed queues. The northbound and southbound approaches
operate at overall LOS B with the left-turns experiencing LOS C during the AM peak hour. During the PM peak, the
northbound approach degrades to LOS C due to higher delays for the protected left-turn. Field observations
confirmed a maximum queue of four to five vehicles in the left-turn lane with all vehicles clearing during the
movement. The eastbound and westbound approaches operated at desirable LOS B during the AM and PM peaks.
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Table 16: 5th Avenue and 8th Avenue Existing 2018 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

EB

WB

NB

SB

4.1.3

HCM Control
Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

17.6(20.4)

B(C)

Thru

18.5(18.0)

B(B)

Right

17.3(17.0)

B(B)

LeftThru

18.5(19.8)

B(B)

Right

0.6(0.4)

A(A)

0(0)

Left

25.1(29.5)

C(C)

30(88)

ThruRight

17.8(15.0)

B(B)

Left

26.9(23.6)

C(C)

ThruRight

16.5(18.6)

B(B)

Mov.

Appr.
LOS

95-%ile
Queue (ft)
5(6)

B(B)

86(65)
0(0)
68(78)

B(B)

B(C)

30(47)
43(36)

B(B)

60(0)

Crash Data Analysis

Crash data was obtained from SDDOT’s Intersection Crash Mapping Tool for the period January 1st, 2013 through
December 31st, 2017. There was an increase in the number of crashes per year for the analysis period between
2015 and 2017. A total of eight crashes were recorded with the predominant crash type being angled with 75% of
total crashes.
Table 17: Number of Crashes by Year
Crashes by Year

Location
5th

Ave and

8th

Ave

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Total

1

1

0

2

4

8

In terms of severity, one ‘injury’ and seven ‘property-damage-only’ crashes were recorded. There does not seem to
be a significant safety issue at the intersection based solely on the historic crash data.
Table 18: Number of Crashes by Type
Crashes by Type
Location
5th Ave and 8th Ave

Rear-End

UTurn

Angle

Total

1

1

6

8
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Table 19: Number of Crashes by Severity
Location/Facility
5th Ave and 8th Ave

Crashes by Type
ABC O-PDO
Injury
1
7

K-Fatal
0

Total
8

Contributing factors to crashes were identified and possible countermeasures highlighted to address the predominant
crash type at the intersection.
Crash Pattern
Right Angled

-

Possible Causes
Restricted Sight Distance
for turns on red
Excessive Speed on
approaches

Potential Countermeasures
-

Install additional warning
signs
Increase change interval +
clearance phases
Re-align intersection to
reduce skew
Reduce Travel Speeds
Eliminate median openings
within functional area
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4.2

FUTURE CONDITIONS – NO BUILD

Future volumes were developed for the alternatives by applying the growth factor outlined in Section 1 Introduction to the existing volumes. Future traffic volumes are shown in Figure 4.

Figure 11: 5th Avenue & 8th Avenue - Future Traffic Volumes 2040 AM(PM)

In the No-Build (2040) scenario, the intersection would perform reasonably well with the northbound and southbound
approaches operating at LOS C and the eastbound and westbound approaches operating at LOS B. It is worth noting
that the northbound left-turn degraded to LOS D during the PM peak which suggests that there may be longer queues
and routine cycle failure. Simulation showed a 95th percentile queue of 127 ft which is less than the available storage
of 180 ft with all vehicles clearing in one cycle. Results of the future analysis are summarized in Table 19.
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Table 20: 5th Avenue and 8th Avenue No-Build 2040 AM(PM)
AM(PM)
Appr.

HCM Control
Delay
(sec/veh)

Mov.
LOS

Left

17.6(16.6)

B(B)

Thru

28.2(21.8)

C(C)

Right

3.4(0.8)

A(A)

LeftThru

21.0(25.2)

C(C)

Right

0.8(0.8)

A(A)

0(0)

Left

28.6(40.2)

C(D)

38(127)

ThruRight

19.1(16.1)

B(B)

Left

33.9(25.6)

C(C)

ThruRight

19.3(19.7)

B(B)

Mov.

EB

WB

NB

SB

Appr.
LOS

95-%ile
Queue (ft)
6(8)

B(B)

116(84)
6(0)
90(102)

B(B)

C(C)

37(61)
55(38)

C(C)

77(52)

Overall, the intersection would perform at an acceptable level of service C during peak periods when future conditions
are considered. Signal timing improvements could improve operation of the protected left-turn.

4.3

SUMMARY OF ISSUES

Traffic operations analysis, safety analysis, and peak hour observations highlighted the following issues at the
intersection of 5th Avenue and 8th Avenue:
•

•

Traffic operations analysis and peak hour observations suggest that the intersection operates
reasonably well and would continue to do so when future traffic volumes are considered. The
predominant crash type at the intersection is angled. High speeds and restricted sight distance for rightturns due to the skewed intersection geometry are likely contributing factors for the angled crashes.
Safety may also be improved with negligible effect on operations by prohibiting right-turns-on-red from
the minor approaches. The angle crash trend should continue to be monitored.
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4.4

ALTERNATIVE 1 - PRELIMINARY ROUNDABOUT FEASIBILITY

4.4.1

Why a Roundabout?

The feasibility of installing a roundabout was explored due to complex geometry and a history of angled crashes at
the intersection. A planning level feasibility analysis was conducted to assess possible safety and operational benefits
within the context of the intersection and surrounding area. A roundabout could improve safety by reducing the
number and severity of angle crashes at the intersection while reducing speeds along the US Highway 281 corridor
thus transitioning character of the roadway from high speed rural to lower speed urban. Operations could be
improved by reducing delay for the 8th Avenue approaches which have similar traffic volumes to mainline 5th Avenue.
Additionally, an effectively designed roundabout entry path deflection and alignment could reduce sight distance
issues caused by the intersection angle.

4.4.2

Expected Traffic Operations/Safety Performance

Planning level analysis suggests that a single-lane roundabout would be able to sufficiently handle existing and 2040
forecasted traffic volumes while providing desirable operations. The northbound and southbound approaches are
expected to improve to LOS B with lower stops, control delay, and less queuing on each approach.
Table 21: 5th Avenue and 8th Avenue Roundabout AM/PM Peak
AM(PM)
Control
Delay
(s/veh)

LOS

95-%ile
Queue
(ft)

EB

6.2(4.1)

A(A)

40(20)

WB

2.9(4.5)

A(A)

20(20)

NB

7.2(10.3)

A(B)

20(60)

SB

8.9(8.0)

A(A)

60(40)

Approach

The roundabout would result in a slight reduction in total crashes with a moderate reduction in higher severity fatal
and injury resultant crashes compared to the No-Build scenario. A comparison of expected crash frequency of the
No-Build and Roundabout alternatives is summarized in Table 21. Expected crash frequencies were determined
using methods outlined in AASHTO’s Highway Safety Manual.
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Table 22: 5th Avenue and 8th Avenue Safety Analysis

Highway

5th Avenue @ 8th Avenue: NoBuild
5th Avenue @ 8th Avenue:
Roundabout
5th Avenue @ 8th Avenue: NoTurn-On-Red

Expected No.
Expected
Crashes/Year
Crash Rate
(crashes/million
(crashes/yr)
veh)

Site
Description

Expected No.
Crashes for
Evaluation Period

4-SG

6.36

0.10

0.2766

4-SG

4.13

0.06

0.1797

4-SG

6.21

0.10

0.2698

As shown in Table 21, there are expected to be only a 2.23 difference in crashes between the roundabout and signal
for the analysis period 2018-2040.

4.4.3

Complicating Factors for Implementation

Additional factors would need to be considered for a roundabout implementation including right-of-way and
intersection geometry. Since the intersection is wide (200’ E-W direction), installation of a single lane roundabout with
a 180’ inscribed diameter roundabout (for a WB-15 truck) would be possible within the current intersection footprint
without requiring the acquisition of additional right-of-way. Design of the roundabout approaches would be
challenging as the skew would require some realignment of Old Highway 281 approaches. If the City of Aberdeen
would like to further consider a roundabout at this location, a detailed roundabout feasibility study should be
completed.

4.5

ALTERNATIVE 2 – NO RIGHT-TURN ON RED RESTRICTION

A low-cost alternative for improving safety at the intersection would be implementation of a no-turn-on-red restriction
along the US 281 approaches. Implementing a no-turn-on red restriction would result in a slight reduction in crashes
over the analysis period 2017-2040 as outlined in Table 21. A right-turn on red restriction may be justified by the
occurrence of more than 3 angled crashes over a 12-month period in 2017. However, it is recommended that crashes
continue to be observed and other remedial actions identified before prohibiting right-turns on red.
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4.6

ECONOMIC APPRAISAL OF ALTERNATIVES

Cost, user benefits and benefit cost ratio for each alternative is shown in Table 24.

Table 23: 5th Ave @ 8th Ave Economic Appraisal of Alternatives
Improvement

Cost ($)

User Benefit ($)
Safety*

Travel Time

Benefit/Cost Ratio

Install Roundabout

1,296,034

115,681.45

452,989.94

0.44

RTOR Restriction

5,000.00

7,189.97

-

1.44

* Safety benefits determined using IHSDM and Federal Crash Costs

4.7

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that the crash trend at the intersection of 5th Avenue and 8th Avenue continue to be monitored. If
the angle crash trend persists or worsens, consider a more detailed roundabout study or the implementation of a noturn on red restriction.
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Appendix 8
DEVELOPING THE FUTURE
LAND USE MAP

DEVELOPING THE FUTURE LAND USE MAP
PRELIMINARY LAND USE CONCEPTS
Once background data for the study area was
completed and the steering committee and project
team agreed on the projected 2045 population, three
preleimary land use concepts were developed to test
alternative directions. Work started with existing land
uses. Planning considerations included development
attractors such as the location of existing infrastructure,
parks and schools. Development constraints, especially
the floodways, also informed the concepts as did
recent development trends.

Concept A - Trend

Future land use categories were generalized and
limited to residential and non-residential. The areas
colored brown indicate non-residential areas, yellow
and tan are the generalized residential the residential
areas, Floodways are shown in a green overlay. The
blue spots iindicate key intersections which could be
the foxus of more intense development and the large
asteick;s on Conceot C indicate dicate potential
growth centers. These concepts were discussed at
the second Steering Committee meeting and their
input captured in the next stage of alternative
concept development.
Concurrent with this work, the team developed a
preferred land use mix based on existing conditions,
trends and community preferences. The Plan’s vision
and guiding principles were established, reviewed
with the Streering Committee and at a community
meeting and refined.

Concept B – Corridor Focus

CONCEPT REFINEMENT AND REVIEW

Each of the three concept was adjusted to
reflect input, detailed to depict eight future land
use categories. Densities were assigned to each of
the residential categories and the concepts were
measured against eight metrics.

Concept C – Focused Development

WORKING TOWARD A FUTURE LAND USE MAP
The graphics in the next three pages illustrate the three concepts, which the Steering
Committee previewed, and the community reviewed in January 2017 both at the
community meeting and through the project website:
• Concept A - Existing Trends
• Concept B - Corridor Concept
• Concept C - Corridor/Focus Area Concept
Since then, the planning team has detailed the concepts further and compare them
on several metrics including future land use distribution.
The following tables present this information for each scenario complete with reducedsize graphics and a comparison of the elements including:
• Population density
• Land use mix
• Residential mix
• Land uses located within current city limits
• Land uses currently served by utilities
• Community connections (proximity of residential to elementary schools and parks)

ABERDEEN GROWTH PLAN - CONCEPT A
Land Use

Total Acres

Very Low Density Residential
Low Density Residential

0
2,681
2,109
300

Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Institutional
Public
Total
Impervious Surface (sq. ft.)

1,238
2,333
138
2,659
11,457
247,756,000

Topic
Acres w/in City
Acres outside City

Totals
8,009
3,448

Population w/in City
Population outside City
Population w/in 1/2 mile of an
Elementary School
Population w/in 1/2 mile of a Park

42,681
14,265

Acres of Sanitary Service
Acres w/out Sanitary Service
Potential Commercial Employees
Potential Industrial Employees

7,475
3,982
43,140
40,650

37,522
49,807
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ABERDEEN GROWTH PLAN - CONCEPT B
Land Use

Total Acres

Very Low Density Residential
Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential

2,191
973
1,598
748

Commercial
Industrial
Institutional
Public
Total
Impervious Surface (sq. ft.)

1,523
2,336
138
2,653
12,161
240,961.000

Topic
Acres w/in City
Acres outside City
Population w/in City
Population outside City
Population w/in 1/2 mile of an
Elementary School
Population w/in 1/2 mile of a Park
Acres of Sanitary Service
Acres w/out Sanitary Service
Potential Commercial Employees
Potential Industrial Employees

Totals
7,999
4,162
59,070
11,679
7,553
8,455
7,368
4,793
53,072
40,702
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ABERDEEN GROWTH PLAN - CONCEPT C
Land Use

Total Acres

Very Low Density Residential
Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential

0
1,205
1,468
748

Commercial
Industrial
Institutional

1,299
1,273
138
2,713
8,843

Public
Total
Impervious Surface (sq. ft.)

240,961.000

Topic
Acres w/in City
Acres outside City
Population w/in City
Population outside City
Population w/in 1/2 mile of an
Elementary School
Population w/in 1/2 mile of a Park
Acres of Sanitary Service
Acres w/out Sanitary Service
Potential Commercial Employees
Potential Industrial Employees

Totals
7,383
1,460
49,968
6.774
42,104
46,258
6,891
1,952
45,268
22,181
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Land Use Mix Comparison
Distribution of land uses differs significantly among the three concepts.
Notable is the extent of the Very Low-Density category in Concept B and
the Low-Density acreage in Concept A.
Very Low Density Residential
Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Institutional
Public
Concept A

Concept B

Concept C

Residential

Overall Land Use Mix Comparison
The three alternatives have a
similar distribution of acres
designated for residential and
non-residential land uses

Non-Residential

42%

42%

44%

58%

58%

56%

CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B

CONCEPT C
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17%

30%

34%

70%

66%

CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B

Community Connections
Acres w/in City

83%

Acres outside City

5.8

CONCEPT C

5.7

Population Density
5.0

Populations Accommodation
The concepts reflect different
population totals; the consensus
map will show at least 25%
greater than the projected
population to provide flexibility
Each of the three preliminary
concepts accommodate more
than the 2045 target population
of 40,000.

CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B

CONCEPT C

CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B

CONCEPT C

60,000
50,000
40,000
30,000
20,000
10,000
0

84%

Population within ½ Mile of Park

66%
11%
CONCEPT A

Population within ½ Mile of an
Elementary School

CONCEPT B

CONCEPT C

93%

87%

12%
CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B

CONCEPT C
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35%

39%

65%

61%

CONCEPT A

CONCEPT B

22%

Areas with Sanitary Sewer
Acres of Sanitary Service

Acres w/out Sanitary Service

78%

CONCEPT C

ABERDEEN GROWTH PLAN
Comparing the Alternative Concepts
Concept A

Concept B

Concept C

Total Acres

Total Acres

Total Acres

Total

0
2,681
2,109
300
1,238
2,333
138
2,659
11,457

2,191
973
1,598
748
1,523
2,336
138
2,653
12,161

0
1,205
1,468
748
1,299
1,273
138
2,713
8,843

Topic

Totals

Totals

Totals

Acres w/in City

8,009

7,999

7,383

Acres outside City

3,448

4,162

1,460

Population w/in City

42,681

59,070

49,968

Population outside City

14,265

11,679

6.774

Population w/in 1/2 mile of an
Elementary School

37,522

7,553

42,104

Population w/in 1/2 mile of a Park

49,807

8,455

46,258

Acres of Sanitary Service

7,475

7,368

6,891

Acres w/out Sanitary Service

3,982

4,793

1,952

247,756,000

240,961.000

178,680,000

Potential Commercial Employees

43,140

53,072

45,268

Potential Industrial Employees

40,650

40,702

22,181

Land Use
Very Low Density Residential
Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential
Commercial
Industrial
Institutional
Public

Total Impervious Surface (sq. ft.)
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STEERING COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ON THE DRAFT FUTURE LAND USE MAP
At their third meeting, the Steering Committee considered the three alternatives and
selected Concept A as a base for their consideration. Adjustments to Concept A
included:
• Commercial land use areas were added north and west of the City, and along 6th
Ave SE east of the City limits
• Industrial land uses were added east of the existing industrial.
Some of the proposed Low-Density Residential areas north and south of the City’s
developed areas were changed to Medium-Density Residential Medium Density
Residential was added east of the airport
A consensus map was developed and later further adjusted to consolidate the various
uses in central Aberdeen into a “Downtown land use category to reflect the
importance of the area and to provide flexibility in future development concepts.
FUTURE LAND USE MAP
Land Needed for a Population of 40,000
Aberdeen has developable land both at the City’s edges and intown. Outward growth
of the City is becoming constrained due to existing floodways, yet there are vacant
lands still available. Over time, development interest in infill development will likely
begin to increase as outward growth opportunities become more limited, because of
their closer-in locations and proximity to existing infrastructure and services. This process
is encouraged in the Plan’s policies.
A city’s demographic profile, community preferences and population projections
identify land needs for urban uses during the planning period.
Residential Land Use Projection
Residential Land Use Projection
A housing demand model shows the number of housing units needed to accommodate the projected
2045 population. This is then converted to a land requirement, based on a mix of housing types and
target densities. This method is based on the following assumptions and methods:
•

•

•
•
•

Average people per household will remain constant during the planning period. Nationally,
household size has been declining steadily with an aging population. However, a large cohort
of households of child-bearing age is likely to reverse this decline.
Households generate housing demand. Unit demand is calculated by dividing the number of
people living in households (excluding people living in group quarters) by the average number of
people per household. This household count equals the projected number of occupied housing units.
Some units will leave the housing supply because of change in use or redevelopment.
New construction is based on the following distribution: 65% single-family detached; 15% singlefamily attached or townhome and 20% multi-family structures.
Gross residential density assumptions used for these calculations are:
• 3 units/acre for single-family detached housing;
• 6 units/acre for medium-density types, including single-family attached, duplexes, or
townhomes;
• 12 units/acre for higher-density multifamily development.
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•

•

Land designated for residential development in the land use plan should be about twice
the calculated “hard land demand”. This makes the plan flexible enough to respond to
land availability issues, provides market choice and prevents artificially inflating land values.
This calculation indicates a twenty-year “hard demand” for about 156 acres of new residential
land between 2010 and 2045. At twice the “hard demand,” the land use plan should
designate about 300 acres of possible residential development over the next 20 years. The
development concept presented in the draft plan shows how this new residential area should
be distributed..

Commercial and Industrial Land Needs
A growing population and increasing residential area create demand for related
development. In Aberdeen, new commercial development falls into two categories:
projects that serve the local consumer market, and projects that take advantage of
the city’s position as a hub of the region.
Industrial demand, on the other hand, is linked to opportunity and recruitment, rather
than exclusively to population growth. A single major corporate decision can
dramatically increase (or decrease) the projected industrial demand in a community.
Despite these differences, similar projection methods are used to predict future
commercial and industrial land needs.
DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS
Much of the vacant land within the study area poses challenges for future
development. These include:
• Existing development
• Proximity to existing city water, sanitary sewer and stormwater infrastructure
• Proximity to transportation facilities and the capacity of those facilities to
accommodate additional traffic.
• Areas prone to flooding (flood zones), wetlands and waterbodies
• Railroad lines
• Water availability
• Limitations of the airport impact zone.
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Appendix 9
DRAFT
DESIGN GUIDELINES

DESIGN GUIDELINES
Zoning in Aberdeen seeks to maintain a "good neighbor and good land steward"
approach in terms of property use. This chapter establishes a series of design guidelines
to guide the character and form of future development in different locations within the
City and to define logical transition between highly intensive land uses to a less
intensive use. These draft design guidelines are intended to build on community
preferences expressed in the process of developing the Plan.

GENERAL DESIGN GUIDELINES
These guidelines include design considerations that should be addressed as part of any
development, regardless of whether the development is a large new development at
the outer edge of the City, an infill development within an established neighborhood,
or a multi-block redevelopment project in the heart of downtown.
These general design guidelines are organized according to the types of places
described above, but focus strictly on the built environment, which includes:
 Downtown Mixed-Use Area
 Neighborhoods including all residential land use categories
 Commercial/Employment Areas
Each of these guidelines is presented after the related land use categories.

Infill Design Guidelines
These guidelines address design considerations unique to infill and redevelopment
occurring in older areas of the City. The primary role of these guidelines is to
accommodate increased densities where appropriate, while protecting the character
of Aberdeen’s established neighborhoods. Types of considerations addressed by the Infill
Design Guidelines include relationship to surrounding development, transitions in height
and building mass, and other issues related to compatibility. Infill Design Guidelines are
intended to apply in conjunction with the General Design Guidelines.
In some instances, more than one set of design guidelines will apply. For example, an
area designated Downtown Mixed-Use could also fall along a designated corridor. In
this example, standards for both the downtown mixed-use areas and corridors would
apply.

DOWNTOWN MIXED-USE DESIGN GUIDELINES
These guidelines address the relationship of uses; housing; community facilities;
pedestrian access and orientation; and distinct identity and are intended to promote a
more compact and sustainable pattern of development in the City’s Downtown MixedUse area. These guidelines should be applied in conjunction with relevant planning areaspecific policies contained in Chapter 2.
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Downtown Mixed-Use Guideline 1
Relationship of Uses
 Encourage a vertical mix of uses or a combination of vertically and horizontally
mixed uses based on site size, access, surrounding uses, and the overall development
context.
 Encourage the incorporation of housing either above retail storefronts or as an
adjacent, but well-integrated, use to provide opportunities for residents to walk or
bike to shops, services, and jobs.
 Locate active uses such as retail shops and restaurants at the ground level to
provide pedestrian interest.
Downtown Mixed-Use Guideline 2
Pedestrian Access and Orientation
Design sites and orient buildings with an emphasis on the character and safety of
the pedestrian realm:


Bring buildings close to the street;



Place parking behind or to the side of buildings;



Provide clear pedestrian connections with generous sidewalk widths, low-level lighting,
and outdoor gathering spaces.
Retain or incorporate a pattern of walkable blocks with frequent and clear
pedestrian connections to surrounding neighborhoods, parks, trails, and open
space.



Downtown Mixed-Use Guideline 3
Relationship to Surrounding Neighborhoods
Use the following techniques to promote compatibility between development or
redevelopment in the Downtown Mixed-Use area and the surrounding neighborhood:
 Concentrate tallest buildings at the center of the site or along arterial street
frontages;

Provide gradual decreases in building height and mass so that new structures
have a comparable scale as adjacent homes along the shared lot line or street
frontage;
GENERAL DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR RESIDENTIAL AREAS
These General Design Guidelines apply to all residential land use categories. These
guidelines provide guidance on a range of site planning, urban design, and
neighborhood character issues for new development, redevelopment and infill
development. They are intended to enhance the livability and sustainability of the City’s
neighborhoods over time. These guidelines should be applied in conjunction with
relevant planning area-specific policies contained in Chapter 2.
Design guidelines for neighborhoods are intended to promote a balanced mix of
uses, a pedestrian-oriented scale, distinct character, and integration with the
surrounding community. Infill design guidelines for neighborhoods address issues of
neighborhood compatibility that may arise as densities increase over time. Guidelines
are not intended to promote neighborhoods that look and feel the same; rather, they
are intended to enhance the character, accessibility, and livability of the City’s
existing and future neighborhoods.
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Residential Design Guideline 1
Connectivity
A continuous network of pedestrian and bicycle connections is needed through and
between the City’s neighborhoods.
 Provide a continuous network of sidewalks, bicycle, and pedestrian paths, and
roadways to connect different areas of neighborhoods.
 Where feasible, provide direct pedestrian connections and a clear visual
relationship between uses when an existing activity center is intended to serve a new
neighborhood.

Establish linkages to activity centers and other adjacent uses, and the surrounding
community.
 Avoid isolating neighborhoods with walls and gates that hinder pedestrian,
bicycle, and vehicular connectivity.
 Work with neighborhood residents to improve connectivity in established
neighborhoods where sidewalks are absent or incomplete.
Residential Design Guideline 2
Integrated Parks and Open Space Network
 Include or provide access to parks and open space amenities that appeal to
residents of all ages and abilities.
 Encourage alternatives to traditional parks, such as mini-parks, and public squares in
the City’s more urban neighborhoods.
Residential Design Guideline 4
Pedestrian-Oriented Streetscapes
 Create neighborhood streetscapes that increase the comfort, safety, and
enjoyment of pedestrians as follows:
 Incorporate sidewalks and street trees to encourage residents to walk, rather than
drive to nearby activity centers and other destinations.
Residential Design Guideline 5
Preservation of Natural Features
 Plan neighborhoods to maximize the preservation of natural features, such as
wetlands, mature trees, documented wildlife habitat, and other unique features.
 Integrate natural features as active and passive open space and trail corridors to
serve the neighborhood and broader community, where appropriate.
Residential Design Guideline 6
Preservation of Historic and Cultural Resources
 Plan neighborhoods to maximize the protection of historic and cultural features.
 Integrate historic and cultural features into the overall design of new
neighborhoods where feasible.
Residential Design Guideline 7
Cluster Development
Use cluster development patterns to:
 Accommodate wetlands and floodway areas.
 Create transitions between areas of different development intensity within a
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development or between a proposed development and existing uses;
 Provide open space for the common use and enjoyment of residents and the

broader community.

The predominant land use in this category will continue to be single family detached
subdivisions. A development project in this category could be designed in a different
form and clustered in one area with a higher net density but the same overall gross
density. Buffers between the clustered project and conventional single-family
subdivisions would be required. A planned development or a traditional
neighborhood development could also be developed in this classification provided
the gross density and other general standards were not exceeded.
INFILL DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR NEIGHBORHOODS
These Infill Design Guidelines apply to all types of neighborhood development occurring
within an established neighborhood context. The guidelines provide policy guidance on
a range of techniques that may be employed to promote compatibility with the
surrounding neighborhood. These guidelines should be applied in conjunction with the
General Design Guidelines for Neighborhoods above, as well as relevant planning areaspecific policies contained in Chapter 2

Infill Design Guideline 1
Transitions in Building Height and Mass
 Similar building massing and form and help ensure that infill development appears
compatible with adjacent existing homes.
 Ensure infill and redevelopment within established neighborhoods is compatible with
the height, scale, existing, and massing of adjacent homes and the overall
character of the street frontage. Use transitions in building heights and variations in
side yard setbacks to reduce visual impacts on adjacent homes.
Infill Design Guideline 2
Streetscape Character
Reinforce the established streetscape characteristics using complementary setbacks,
sidewalk widths, and street trees as part of infill and redevelopment projects.
GENERAL DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR COMMERCIAL/EMPLOYMENT AREAS
These design guidelines are intended to promote a distinctive character and
compatibility with adjacent uses for the City’s Commercial/Employment Areas.

Commercial/Employment Area Design Guidelines 1 Building Design and
Character
 Reduce the visual scale of large buildings as follows:
 Incorporate a variety of architectural elements, including recessed and protruding
building elements to articulate building facades;
 Use architectural elements to clearly define primary building entrances.
 Avoid blank walls or walls with limited architectural detailing on the side or
rear of structures
 Provide visual interest for pedestrians through the incorporation of display
windows and/or other architectural elements at the street level and the
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concentration of active uses such as shops and restaurants in areas where
pedestrian activity is desirable.
Locate storage areas and loading areas away from street frontages and conceal
them with screening or walls.

Commercial/Employment Area Design Guidelines 2
Relationship to Surrounding Development
 Limit building heights to those of the adjacent neighborhood unless increased
heights can be mitigated through use of additional setbacks and buffer yards or
architectural treatments.
 Avoid or minimize traffic, noise, odor, lighting, and other impacts minimize impacts on
surrounding uses.
Commercial/Employment Area Design Guidelines 3 Pedestrian Connections and
Amenities
 Where applicable, provide direct pedestrian connections to adjacent uses, including
surrounding neighborhoods.
 Incorporate outdoor seating, plazas, and other public gathering spaces as part of the
overall development to encourage pedestrian activity.
 Use arcades, shade structures, and other architectural features to visually define
pedestrian connections between buildings and provide protection from the
elements.
Commercial/Employment Area Design Guidelines 4
Parking Location and Screening
 Where feasible, locate parking lots to the side or rear of buildings and away from
primary street frontages.
 Use landscaping or other treatments to screen surface parking from the street, soften
the appearance of surface parking lots, and enhance the overall character of the
development.
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